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The Diamond Jubilee takes place in 2012,  
marking 60 years of The Queen’s reign.  

The Queen came to the throne on 6th February 1952  
her Coronation took place on 2nd June 1953. 

      

T he Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal is a visible and tangible way to recognize 60 000 outstanding Canadians of all ages and 
from all walks of life, who have built and continue to build this caring society and country through their service and achievements. 

     This program is an opportunity to recognize citizens for an outstanding and exemplary achievement or service to the community, or to 
Canada as a whole; or those who have made a sustained contribution over and above what might reasonably be expected of paid  
employment or voluntary action.  

     The Chancellery of Honours, as part of the Office of the Secretary to the Governor General, is administering  
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal program.  

     Questions concerning the Diamond Jubilee Medal program can be sent to diamondjubilee@gg.ca or  
by calling 613-998-6790 or 1-800-465-6890 (toll-free). 

 
          In order to have a list of recipients that is representative of all regions of Canada, various organizations are invited to 
propose the names of candidates for the Medal: the federal, provincial and territorial levels of government, national 
professional, educational and cultural organizations, military and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, veterans' 
groups, sports associations, and philanthropic and charitable bodies.  

You can nominate by using the fillable online nomination form at,  
http://www.citizenship.gov.on.ca/english/citizenship/honours/diamondjubilee/shtml 

Editors comment   In my opinion, the spirit of the awarding of the medal has been severely tarnished. The criteria, as outlined 

above, has been grossly neglected, especially when considering the fact that all Federal Parliament (MP’s), and senators,  receive 
the Jubilee Medal, automatically.  
     This program of awarding the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal, is an opportunity to recognize citizens for an outstanding and 
exemplary achievement or service to the community or to Canada as a whole. Its interesting to note, that politicians who get 
power and privilege without possessing merit and whose only true allegiance is to their own re-election, were among the first to 
receive this award. 
Refering to the conditions of eligibility, why did four Bloc Quebecois MP’s in the House of Commons rate consideration in the 
awarding of the Queen’s Medal? Its totally incomprehensible, that the Governor General of Canada, would award the Queens 
Diamond Jubilee Medal to these people, who are staunch anti monarchist, These four MP’s, are representative members of a party 
that seeks to create the conditions necessary, for the political secession of Quebec from Canada, and campaign actively for Que-
bec sovereignty within their province during federal elections.  
      There are also many new MP’s with less than four and some with less than eight years, in the House of Commons, who will 
be given the medal. Under the circumstances, they really do not warrant such recognition.  
     It's the person who volunteers at the rink that you never think of, the pastor who helps kids who never gets recognized, people 
who volunteer and give back, veterans, and community leaders, these are the ones who are certainly more worthy to receive this 
medal. 
          Its also worth noting that the Royal Canadian Legion has been offered only 80 medals to distribute across Canada to its 
members.  

 
 It is not my intention to be a politician basher, but are any or all of Canada's MP’s truly deserving of this medal?  

I don't think so! 

Whenever a man has cast a longing eye on offices, a rottenness begins in his conduct.  



                            submitted by Duke Dawe 
 

 

D uring this time, I was stationed at Fort Churchill, Manitoba, where the 
RCAF had three aircraft. I was employed as an aero-engine mechanic and 

also flew as crewman on the Norseman, the Otter and C47 Dakota. 
     We were tasked to carry out a medical evacuation from Baker Lake, in the 
NWT. We departed Churchill on January 02, in a Norseman aircraft for about a 
three hour flight to Baker Lake. Navigation was done by map reading. In winter, its 
most difficult to make out lakes from land mass, and at that time, the maps were not 
complete, they showed the big lakes, esters, but not much more detail. Earlier that 
year, the non-directional radio beacon at Baker Lake had been lost in a fire. We 
estimated our position to be about 40 miles south of Baker Lake and waited for the 
village to come into sight. After a long period of time, we realized that something 
was amiss! Now what to do, darkness comes early in the afternoon, so we decided 
we better take a easterly heading and fly toward the Hudson Bay coast. Darkness 
was now upon us. We tried to make radio contact with Churchill, but we had no 
luck. So a decision was made to land on a frozen lake with our ski equipped aircraft. 
Upon landing, it was determined that we had damaged our tail ski. At minus 40 de-
grees, you have to hurry and get the engine tent over the engine to keep it from 
freezing. Once under the tent, we made a snow bench which was to be our mattress. 
For heat, we had a plumber’s blow pot, which plumbers use to heat their soldering 
irons. It stood about 2 feet high and used fuel from the aircraft fuel tank. It was so cold, that our metal snow knife snapped in half when we 
were cutting snow blocks, to make a wind break. The emergency rations were frozen solid, so we put them into the blow pot to warm them up. 
There were three of us aboard, so we zipped two sleeping bags together and three of us jumped into together, I was not hesitant in sharing my 
bed with the other two, so I took the inside position. Needless to say, I was warm on all sides, while the other two were warm on only one side. 
It was a very long night. We were up as soon as it was daylight and we had a meeting of what to do. The decision was made to stay put due to 
the damaged ski. We didn’t have a clue where we were. 
     Churchill had now posted us as missing out on the tundra, position unknown. Lancaster aircraft from Greenwood and 408 Squadron in Ot-
tawa, were called to Churchill to take part in the search for us. A Dakota aircraft from 435 Squadron, Edmonton, was dispatched to Baker 
Lake, to complete the medical evacuation that we had failed to complete. About 2 to3 am, while sleeping between my companions, I awoke  
hearing aircraft engine noise. Jumping out of the sleeping bag, I rushed outside to see the Navigation lights of an aircraft going away from us. 
The Very pistol would not fire, so I placed the pistol into the blow pot and then fired off a red flare. Low and behold, the aircraft turned and 
headed back towards us. As he approached, I banged off another flare, almost hitting the aircrafts nose. He came back and put on his landing 
lights, and made a pass at us, When he illuminated us, I now realized that all I had on for clothing, was good old Air Force grey socks. The 
Dakota passed on our position to the search headquarters, and the next night a Lancaster showed up overhead, requesting that we light a fire so 

This photo was taken later when we went to recover the 
Norseman aircraft that we had left behind in January.  

It was buried in snow and had to be dug out.  
Standing; Duke Dawe, F/O O.J. Fisher, pilot. and  

pararescue, Ken Clark.  
Sitting; Pararescue jumper, Dobbie Dawson. 

  
 

Honouring our World War II Veterans 
  

 407  Long Range Patrol Squadron’s Demon Association, will 
be hosting our Squadron’s 71st Anniversary, which will 

be taking place the weekend of June 1st-3rd, 2012, in Comox, British 
Columbia. The event will be focusing on celebrating Demon pride and 
honouring our World War II veterans. At this moment we would like to 
discuss our options and deadlines.   
      The squadron was formed May 8th, 1941 on Thorny Island, Eng-
land, as a strike squadron, used to seek out and bomb enemy shipping. 
Due to the squadron’s tenacity to carry out attacks, they were nick-
named the Demons. Later during the War, the RAF gave the squadron 
to Canada. On June 4th 1945, at the end of the war, the squadron was 
stood down, but it rose from the ashes on Dominion Day 1952. With 
the threat of nuclear attacks from submarines, during the Cold War, the 
squadron became focused on Anti-Submarine Warfare. Presently the 
Squadron conducts sovereignty surveillance patrols, coastal patrols, 
fisheries patrols, Northern patrols, Search and Rescue missions, Drug 
Interdiction patrols, U.N. sponsored Maritime Interdiction patrols and 
we will continue to search for submarines 
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the navigator could take a three star fix on our position. Now you all know that above the tree line in Canada, there is nothing with which to 
make a fire. So I brought out the trusty blow pot and turned it up high. The Lancaster went back and forth, but he seemed to wander away. 
When day light came, we could hear him away in the distance. The next night, it was the same scenario again, The Lancaster overhead, and 
then flying away. By this time, we had almost gassed ourselves with carbon monoxide from the blow pot. We were now reduced to crawling, 
and our faces were black from soot and frost bite. 
     We were picked up by a Norseman of ArcticWings, flown by Charley Webber. We left our damaged aircraft there. Three months later, we 
went back to recover our aircraft, which by now, was completely buried in snow. On landing at the site, guess what happened? We  broke the 
tail of our aircraft again, so now the story repeats itself, except now, the weather is warmer. 
     On arrival at Fort Churchill, we were placed in the hospital, Our CO, S/L G  Kightley and the Dakota pilot, F/L C Agar, brought a bottle of 
scotch to the hospital to help ease our pains. I think I fell out of bed that night. To this day, scotch is my favourite drink. 
     As a footnote to this adventure, the RCAF never informed my parents in Vernon, B.C., It was the local radio station, CJIB, that called my 
parents to advise them that I was out on the barrens! 
     Now fast forward thirty seven years to January 01, 1990. . . . . . 
     We now find Duke Dawe in a much warmer African climate, flying for NWT Air, whose home base is in Yellowknife, NWT. As one of a 
crew of four, he was flying as FE on an L-382 Hercules aircraft. The Hercules had been contracted by ICRC (International Red Cross), to fly 
relief supplies from the coast of Angola in Africa, up into various inland villages.  
     Of all the Portuguese colonies, Angola was considered to be the jewel of its possessions. It had abundant supplies of valuable resources, 

such as ivory, spices, various minerals, oil and diamonds. Located on the west coast of Africa, between 
Zaire (Congo) and Namibia (South West Africa), it has an area of 478,350 square miles, making it one of 
the larger countries of Africa. Angola has an extensive coast line of 1,000 miles. Beyond this narrow 
coastal strip, there is a series of plateaus and tablelands, some of which rise to an altitude of 7,000 feet. The 
population prior to the civil war in 1974, was estimated at five and half million.  
     In Angola, the Cuban military and Russian advisors, backed by South Africa, were supporting the gov-
ernment in opposing rebel forces,  It also was rumored that the CIA was involved with the rebels.   
     The aircraft assigned to us had a large red cross painted on each side of the forward fuselage.  
     Our radio call sign was Red Cross 018.  

     The flying in our theater of operation was very dangerous. When we operated into the smaller villages, our turns were tighter on decent and 
departure. If we strayed outside village limits, we were likely to have a missile launched at us. We would arrive overhead at 17,000 feet, then 
spiral down. After a Hercules was shot down at 17,000 feet, we then commenced our approaches from 21,000 feet. 
     We learned that a Hercules that was shot down on the November 28th, was an old PWA Hercules L-383, registration, PWN or Nancy as it 
was know in the north. Our mechanic, who had recently left Trans Africa, knew the captain of the ill fated Hercules. 
     At one of our other stops, Benguela, a Trans Africa Hercules was on the ground. Our mechanic, who knew the crew of the aircraft, went 
over to talk with them. They told him that a TAG Hercules, that we had seen on the ground, has been shot down by a missile that entered into 
#3 engine. 
     That brought the total to three Hercules, in the last six months.  
     In the twenty seven days we spent in Angola , we estimated that we had hauled, 1,438,000 lbs of relief supplies. 
     Its interesting to note, that some Angolans, thought that after independence, things would be better, but they now wished for the old days, 
when their families were better off under the Portuguese.  
     We left London UK for home, on January 27th, and arrived at the Kelowna airport the next day. We were very glad to be home. 

 
 
 

P rofessional ethics are developed by example and experience. You are in a profession and must accept the challenge and obligations 
of this profession. According to the dictionary, the meaning of profession, is “A vocation requiring advanced academic and profes-

sional training”. This is only a partial definition, because we are concerned primarily with professional attitudes and knowledge. 
     We can define a professional as one who has mastered the knowledge required for his vocation and, in addition, is required to use 
independent judgment in exercising the knowledge; 
     Knowledge and integrity are essential to professional conduct and are based upon; 
      High standards required to qualify for your profession, calling for thorough educational and training process. 
      Maintenance of proficiency; keeping abreast of new knowledge. 
      Recognition of professional status by others qualified to evaluate your work. 
      A tradition of individual responsibility and ethical standards of conduct, which are self imposed. 
 Flying is becoming more exacting, requiring strict adherence to proven good practice, careful attention to detail, and continuous alert-
ness. 
     As in other professions, your competence must also be coupled with integrity, or else you become discredited. 
     A code is useful to professional people: it acts as a rallying point, about which members can gather to measure their competence, to 
uphold their integrity, and to confirm their importance to service. It spurs professional progress. 
     Always bear in mind, that if you expect to be called and treated like a professional, you must behave like one. 
 

The Flight Engineers Code was found amongst Geoff Brogdens belongings.  
It was originally sent to Geoff by Don Kennedy, WO 426 Sqn.  
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                              from  Lew Ervin  
 

I  have written a response to an article in the Canadian Skies Magazine, January /February 2012, Canuks Unlimited story by Ken 
Pole, which is an interview with 436 Squadron, Commanding Officer, LCol Keiver. I was quite surprised that a person in his posi-
tion, seems to have no idea of the duties of a flight engineer, and the application of these duties being just as relevant on the C130J, 

as it was on the earlier models. Just because a seat doesn’t exist, doesn’t mean that it shouldn’t exist. 
Re; Canadian Skies Magazine January/February 2012 Canuks Unlimited story by Ken Pole. 

     In Canuks Unlimited, was an interesting commentary on today’s RCAF, and 436 Squadron, and in particular the CC130J. Accord-
ing to the story, “While the exterior looks very much like the previous C-130s, the CC130J is essentially a completely new aircraft. It 
can land on shorter airfields, fly faster and further, and can carry heavier loads, while burning less fuel with a smaller crew.” The next 
paragraph reads, “In its latest iteration, the Super Hercules, J model, the aircraft is the backbone of this country’s tactical airlift capa-
bility, with the capacity to carry up to 92 combat troops (or 128 passengers), and conduct search and rescue missions.” Now that’s pe-
culiar, the training manual on the C130E states same capacity for the E model, could it be that the J is no better at carrying loads than 
its predecessor? 
     Since September 16, 2012, marks the 60th anniversary of the beginning of my career in aviation, this article prompted me to muse a 
bit on how far we have come in aviation, what we have gained and what we have lost. Human nature being what it is, we humans 
spend a lot of our time figuring out how to devise a method of making our life easier, hence the automobile, the airplane, washing ma-
chine and the computer etc. 1952 was only 49 years after Orville and Wilber Wright had first managed to get into the air, yet look at 
the difference between the aircraft flown by the Wright brothers and the aircraft flown in 1952 as the jet age had begun.  
     I joined the RCAF, 418 city of Edmonton Auxiliary (reserve) squadron, September 16, 1952, and became a fitter (aero engine tech-
nician) and worked on the B25 Mitchell light bomber. After finishing high school and working in the oil patch for a short time, avia-
tion was where I wanted to be, so I transferred to the permanent force, and in 1957, was introduced to the T33, at RCAF station Mac-
donald, Manitoba. When Macdonald closed in 1959, it was off to Winnipeg and the old B25, DC3 Dakota, Lancaster, Expeditor (Beech 
18) Albatross (Grumman CSR110) and the T33. In March of 1966, I became a tech crewman on the Dakota with 11KU Search and 
Rescue Squadron, followed by a move to flight tech on the Albatross. Shortly after, we had a choice, revert to tech crewman or remus-
ter to flight engineer. I chose the latter, and after the Albatross was replaced in 1970, I found myself on the Labrador CH113 helicop-
ter until in 1974, when I went on the C130 Hercules course and became a C130 Hercules Flight Engineer. 
     Reading the article in Canuks unlimited, I wonder what LCol Keiver is trying to say, when he says that” the RCAF no longer needs 
supplementary commercial airlift for some of Box Top”. Looking back, I remember at no time where we had civilian help on box top 
when we had C130E’s and H’s. Next he states, that “flight training on the J’s is such, that officers assigned as aircraft commander and 
co-pilot have the same qualifications, and can even have the same rank. The only difference is how decisions are made, the responsibil-
ity piece as Keiver put it”. “The aircraft commander is the final authority; it’s the chain of command”. “With the old airplane we had 
a hierarchy, I would argue, depending on the flight engineer that it went; aircraft commander, flight engineer, co-pilot, and then the 
loadmaster, in the back at the bottom of the pyramid.” From my perspective, it appears to me that LCol Keiver has a limited concept 
of teamwork, and the crew concept, possibly a carry-over from his days as a fighter pilot. As a fighter pilot, he was responsible for his 
own welfare, and was trained to just pull the handles and leave if a red light flashed on. The large aircraft have no such option nor 
should they, you have the aircraft commander, who as LCol Keiver says, is the final authority, what he doesn’t say is that the aircraft 
commander, as captain of the ship, is responsible for the welfare of all on board as well as the ship itself. There should be no hierarchy 
beyond this self-evident fact, each crewmember has a job to do and it would be ludicrous and counter-productive, for the loadmaster 
to ask the co-pilot, to ask the aircraft commander, if he may open the ramp to unload after landing. Or, can you imagine the engineer-
ing officers representative (the flight engineer) on board the aircraft, advising the co-pilot to advise the aircraft commander that the 
number three engine has a drop in oil pressure. This method of operation may work in an army environment, but it cannot work in an 
environment where the crew, each with different training, make up a team to advise the aircraft commander of the best method of 
handling an often dangerous situation, involving the particular crew member’s field of expertise.  
     Other than the addition of an all encompassing electronic package to satisfy the modern pilot, the C130J still has four hot engines 
mounted on a wing full of fuel, attached to a fuselage with bundles of wires, hydraulic, fuel, and bleed air lines, with electrical circuit 
breaker panels, TRU’s, and of course the radio and navigation equipment. Finally I would suggest to LCol Keiver, that computers can-
not think. 
     This has been the musings of an aviation buff, who has a valid Transport Canada private- pilots license, a flight engineers license 
and an AME license. He has logged 10,000 hours of flight engineer time, just under 1,000 hour of pilot time, and owns and operates a 
maintenance facility, Park Air Services, at Ponoka, Alberta. He also operated a flight school at the Ponoka airport, from 1996 to 2002, 
under the name of Ervin Aviation Enterprises Co Ltd. All quotes are taken directly from the skies magazine, in an effort to clear up 
possible erroneous information.  

4 



 
 
 
 

F rank had a very interesting career during WW2 and in peacetime service. He served his country with distinction, and 
retired after more than 35 years of service. He joined the military in 1941, when he was 20, in Vancouver, where he grew    

up. The military was a natural choice, he recalled, because his father was a British infantryman who served in both wars, and 
was wounded several times. 
     His father came to Canada after being offered land, under the Soldiers Settlement Pro-gram, after the First World War. 
     After his training in Ontario, he was posted overseas and remembers his 21st birthday somewhere on the Queen Elizabeth, 

sailing out of Halifax in December 1942. 
     "There were 16 of us (Canadian soldiers) in a small room made for two people, right in the bow of the ship," he said. 
     Frank Honey had two brushes with death while serving near the front lines in the Second World War, and he has vivid 
memories of both. 
     Mr. Honey, who now lives in Wilmot, NS, was 23 in June 1944, when he drove his truck off a landing barge and onto 
the beach at Normandy with the other Canadian and British soldiers. 
     He drove through about a metre of water, and his first job once on land was to get out of the truck and remove its water-proofing. 
    As he was doing that, he heard a large shell whistle by his head, and then he heard a loud "swish and a plop." 
     He walked over to take a look, and there in the sand, was a large German anti-personnel shell. The shells were designed to explode just before 
hitting the ground, to scatter shrapnel and to inflict the most damage. 
     This shell failed to explode, and it hit the dirt beside his truck. "It was the first time I had been shot at," Mr. Honey remembered, in an 
interview at his home in Wilmot, Annapolis County. "Had it exploded, I wouldn't be telling you about it today." 
     Mr. Honey, now 82, was trained as a truck driver, but he was also a leading aircraftman during the war. He was an expert mechanic, trained 
to work on 27 different fighter planes. 
     He led a crew that serviced, fuelled, and loaded war planes — mostly British Tomahawks, Typhoons, Spitfires, and Mustangs — along with 
their armaments. 
     But it was in Eindhoven, Holland, where his second brush with death came. He was a leading aircraftman at a small airstrip, 25 kilometres from 
the front lines. It was New Year's Day, 1945, and the Germans were making a last big push before the end of the war. He was in the cockpit of a  
Spitfire fighter plane, at about 8:45 a.m., The plane had been tested and ready to go. 
"I got out of the airplane, and was walking toward the flight shack, to sign out that it was serviceable," he said." I looked over my shoulder 
and saw a lot of airplanes coming towards the airstrip, at treetop level.". 
O n c e  t h e i r  g u n s  o p e n e d  u p ,  he knew they were German aircraft. 
     As wave after wave of enemy fighters strafed the air strip, he hit the ground. The plane he had just left, exploded and caught fire. He ran to the 
flight shack, but realized it wasn't safe, so he and another soldier ran to a nearby slit trench, where they had to break the ice on about two feet of 

water to get in. 
     There were about 50 enemy aircraft, and "it seemed like they were coming from every direction." 
     Fourteen men were killed and wounded that morning, and  a l l  t he  a i r c r a f t  on  th e  landing strip were lost. 
     Frank  stayed on in Europe, and recalls listening on a portable radio as British Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the war's end. It was 
Tuesday, May 8, 1945 — VE Day. 
     Looking back now, Mr.! Honey wishes there were a better way of settling world disputes other than going to war. Later he would travel to Hol-
land for the 60th anniversary of its liberation.  
     Frank Honey joined the RCAFA, overseas on April 01,1974. He was posted to Greenwood in 1977, where became a Charter 
Member of 107 (Valley) Wing, of which he has been a dedicated member ever since. He deservedly received the Award of Dis-
tinction in 1983. 
     Frank served as Wing President in 1980 and 1981 and again in 1991. He was instrumental in guiding the Wing through its formative 
years. At all times, he worked with diligence and dedication, always putting the interests of the Wing and its members first. He 
also served as the Chairman of the Advisory Board in 1987, 1988 and 1990, in assisting and advising the Executive Committee as re-
quired. During 1993 and 1994, he held the Welfare and Regalia position. The welfare of sick or hospitalized members was  im-
portant to him, and he always took the time to visit them and keep in touch. 
     In 1994, he became aware of Lancaster, KB 966, which had crashed, while returning to base after a Search and Rescue mis-
sion, in April 1953, killing six crew members. The widow and son of one of the deceased still reside in the local area. Frank 
"took the bull by the horns", and after getting Wing authority, he formed a Committee to get a memorial cairn erected in the 
crew's memory.  For the next two years,  he worked doggedly,  obtaining title to a suitable piece of land, clearing the 
wooded area, contacting surviving relatives of the crew, some of whom lived as far away as South America and Antigua. In addi-
tion to having a monument built, he arranged transportation and accommodations for attending relatives at the Ceremony. He 
liaised with 14 Wing Greenwood,103 Rescue Unit and 413 Squadron, for a fly-past. 
     His extraordinary efforts culminated in the unveiling Ceremony, on July 13, 1996, an event attended by many relatives of 
the crash victims, and approximately one hundred and fifty interested spectators. The ceremony was followed by a reception in 
the RCAFA Wing. Frank's dedication and hard work on this project, cannot be over-emphasized; he put his heart and soul into 
it, which resulted in many expressions of praise and honor for the Wing and the RCAFA in general.  
     Frank Honey has always been and continues to be a hard working, dedicated member of the Wing. He was most highly recom-
mended for a Life Membership Award, Had this nomination not been accepted, a Meritorious Service Award would have been 
acceptable, or at the very least, an Award of Merit. 

 Frank has completed a video of his wartime experiences which can be signed out at Kingston Legion for viewing.  
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T he Hercules from 435 Transport and Rescue Squadron, was one of several in Florida, to 
offer mid air refueling to CF-18 jet fighters from 4 Wing Cold Lake. The military says, 

the aircraft had just taken off from the Key West Naval Air Station when it caught fire. The 
flight crew initiated an immediate emergency landing, and all NINE people onboard scram-
bled to safety as soon as the aircraft rolled to a stop. All were assessed on scene and there 
were no injuries. 
     The CC-130 was extensively damaged by the fire, and an investigation is underway to 

determine the cause. Lieutenant-Colonel Richard 
Pamplin, Commanding Officer of 435 Transport and 
Rescue Squadron, said: "Noting the seriousness of 
fire aboard any aircraft, I am proud of the crew that 
followed through on their training, conducted the 
immediate emergency procedures, and got everyone 
out safely." 

 
 

F aced with a shortage of pilots, Canada's air force is turning its attention to Britain, and is looking to hire out-of-work military aviators from 
that country. 

     One has been hired so far, with another 20 to 25 skilled pilots and eight other personnel to be enrolled in the Canadian Forces sometime this 
year. 
     Britain is undertaking significant reductions in its defence budget, and the Royal Air Force expects to cut 5,000 personnel over the next five 
years. Among those will be 170 pilots who are in various stages of training. 
     But that could provide a windfall for the Royal Canadian Air Force, which is looking to scoop up some of the laid-off pilots, according to 
documents obtained by the Citizen newspaper. 
     "Royal Air Force pilots are renowned for their advanced skill levels, and many have trained or had experience with the Canadian Forces 
throughout most of their careers," the documents produced last year point out. 
     "As part of this process, these individuals would eventually become Canadian citizens," the documents note. As a result, Canada gets a sig-
nificant benefit of skilled and experienced personnel who require minimal training, according to the military. 
     "Successful skilled ex-RAF enrollees will join the (Canadian Forces) in a phased approach over the coming four years," Capt. Jean-Francois 
Lambert explained . "The goal is to achieve a swift and direct impact to address skilled personnel shortages, by attracting candidates who re-
quire minimal conversion training." 
     The first ex-RAF pilot was enrolled into the RCAF in November and the service expects to accept another 20 to 25 pilots and eight air com-
bat systems officers this year, he added. 
     It is unclear how many ex-RAF pilots Canada hopes to eventually hire. 
     Last year, the Citizen revealed the air force was not training enough pilots to meet its needs, while at the same time it faced a wave of retire-
ments, as well as the recruitment of skilled staff by commercial airlines. 
     Lt.-Gen. Andre Deschamps, head of the air force, had told Vice Admiral Bruce Donaldson, the vice-chief of the Defence Staff, that he could 
not produce the 125 new pilots he needed each year, according to a Defence Department document leaked to the Citizen. 
     To fill part of the gap, the air force had asked its retired pilots to rejoin the service. 
     Canada's air force is also facing what it calls an "experience gap." It has recently recruited members with limited experience, and a large 
number of members who are close to retirement. What it doesn't have are enough personnel with a mid-range of experience who can perform 
both operations and conduct training. 
     The initiative to recruit former RAF personnel "will help stem personnel shortages and mitigate our experience gap," noted Lambert. 
     The Canadian government has significantly increased the pay and benefits for the military over the years. But like a number of employers, 
the air force is facing the loss of baby boomers who are reaching the end of their careers. 
     At the same time, civilian companies such as Air Canada are recruiting members of the RCAF. 
     The RCAF has also had difficulties attracting personnel to fill other aviation jobs. 
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A irbus has unveiled a novel idea for brave airline passengers: a jet with see-through walls. The company  
introduced a 2050 concept plane with panels on its cabin that are coated with biopolymers that can become 

transparent, providing panoramic views.  
     The airplane also touts the concept of harvesting energy from the body heat of seated passengers to power the aircraft’s lights and holo-
graphic entertainment displays. 
     Airbus says the plane won't have a bad seat (believe it when it happens) and will be divided up by first class, business, and economy, and "is 
divided by the individual needs of the passenger such as relaxing, playing games, and interacting with other passengers, or people on the 
ground." 
     Research shows that passengers of 2050 will expect a seamless travel experience while also caring for 

the environment. The Airbus Concept Cabin is designed with 
that in mind, and shows that the journey can be as much a  
voyage of discovery as the destination. 
     Some of the future tech involved in the Airbus transparent 
plane concept, are walls that change according to light condi-
tions, holographic pop-up gaming displays, and passenger's body 
heat powering in-flight entertainment. Airbus is mum on the ac-
tual technology needed to make the transparent material, which is to be a plant-based skin. 

     Last year, the Citizen reported that the service was launching a drive to find more flight engineers for search-and-rescue helicopters, as it 
struggled to fill those ranks decimated by retirements, and recruitment of highly trained staff by private firms. 
     The exodus of flight engineers has been building over the last several years, with a 2010 air force report warning that such personnel levels 
were "dangerously low." 
     That situation could become even worse as over 60 per cent of the air force's flight engineers are in a position to retire with pensions, air 
force officers have warned. 
     Flight engineers play a critical role on the helicopters, operating the rescue hoist, helping guide the aircraft as it maneuvers in confined ar-
eas, and performing the job of an inflight mechanic. 
     A Canadian Forces' Tiger Team report in April 2010 highlighted the problems, noting there were only 12 operational flight engineers avail-
able to support the search and rescue mandate for the main search and rescue (SAR) units  
Its interesting to note; 
     While at its height, the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan, trained 131,533 Allied pilots and aircrew in Canada, 72,835 of which 
were Canadian. 
Considering this, its outrageous that we cannot produce the 125 new pilots needed each year, according to a Defence Department document  
     To fill part of the gap, the air force had asked its retired pilots to rejoin the service. 
. 

Lets hope by hiring the Brits we don't get more duds like our Naval dudmerines that we purchased from them! 

 
  
A tourist walked into a pet store and was looking at the animals on display. While he was there, a CWO from CFB Trenton 
walked in and said to the shopkeeper "I'll take a 933 monkey, please". 
     The shopkeeper nodded, went to a cage at the side of the store, and took out a monkey. He put a collar and leash on the 
animal and handed it the Chief, saying, "That'll be $2,000." The man paid and left with the monkey. 
     The surprised tourist went to the shopkeeper and said, "That was a very expensive monkey. Most of them are only a few 
hundred dollars. Why did that one cost so much?" 
     The shopkeeper answered, "Ah, that's a 933 monkey. He can build pallets of freight, plan aircraft loads, rig loads for air-
drops, drive forklifts, type manifests, heat meals for officers, and perform the duties of any Traffic Tech with no back talk or 
complaints. It's well worth the money"  
     The tourist then spotted a monkey in another cage. "That one's even more expensive! $10,000! What does it do?" he 
asked. 
     "Oh, that one" replied the shopkeeper. "That's a "Maintenance Supervisor" monkey. It can instruct at all levels of main-
tenance, supervise maintenance at the unit, intermediate, and Depot level, and even do most of the paperwork. A very useful 

monkey indeed"  
     The tourist looked around a little longer and found a third monkey in a cage. The price tag was $50,000. The 
shocked tourist exclaimed, "This one costs more than all the others put together! What in the world can it do?"  
     "Actually," said the shopkeeper, "I've never actually seen him do anything but drink beer and play with his 
dick, but his papers say he's a Flight Engineer 

Real planes use only a single stick to fly.  
This is why bulldozers & helicopters — in that order — need two. 
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A ustrian research company IAT21, has presented a new type of aircraft, the D-Dalus, at the Paris Air Show, which has the potential to be-
come aviation's first disruptive technology since the jet engine. 

     The D-Dalus, (named after the tragic figure Daedalus from Greek mythology, who lost his son Icarus when 
his wings melted, as he flew too close to the sun) is neither fixed wing or rotor craft, and uses four, mechani-
cally-linked, contra-rotating cylindrical turbines, each running at the same 2200 rpm, for its propulsion. 
     The "propellers" (turbines) more or less look like the cylindrical drum in a standard push lawn mower with 
blades on it, but instead of blades it has fins. The drums counter-rotated against each other, generating lift. 
     The turbines can be thrust in any of 360 degrees, allowing the D-Dalus to launch vertically, hover, dart 
around and to remain stable even in turbulent conditions. The company also says the craft requires very little 

maintenance and would be cheaper than current vertical takeoff aircraft, and because of its new “friction free bearing at the points of high G 
force”, the craft should be, according to the company, as quiet as a whisper The discs are spun by means of a conventional airplane engine. 
What’s new is the computer and software that controls the blades, allowing for very precise flying.  
     The key to the D-Dalus' extreme maneuverability is the facility to alter the angle of the blades (using servos) to vector the forces, meaning 
that the thrust can be delivered in your choice of 360 degrees around any of the three axes. Hence D-Dalus can launch vertically, hover per-
fectly still and move in any direction, and that's just the start of the story. 
     Like most cars and aircraft these days, it sounds very complex but it's all controlled by computer algorithms, so it's simple joystick control 
for the user, and far less exacting than a helicopter to fly. 
     Existing rotary wing aircraft offer VTOL capabilities but have vulnerabilities which make them unsuitable for many applications. They are 
challenged in bad weather, long ranges,  high speed, and in operating to and from lurching platforms, such as boats in rough weather. 
     By contrast, D-Dalus is particularly suited for such conditions and can thrust upwards and hence "glue down" on landing, which it can also 
do on a moving vehicle. Indeed, landing on a moving vehicle is one of the D-Dalus' many party tricks, and it's a natural for landing on water-
craft. Not surprisingly, since it initially broke cover at the Royal Aeronautical Society conference, it has already attracted a lot of interest from 
military quarters. 
     The D-Dalus is also near-silent, and has the dynamic stability to enter buildings and handle rough weather with ease - things which existing 
rotorcraft simply cannot achieve. The aircraft also has a sense-and-avoid system which, in conjunction with its complete lack of vulnerable 
external parts (such as rotors), means it can hover in very close proximity to vertical rock faces and walls, making it suitable for search-and-
rescue operations, as a surveillance drone with hover-and-stare capabilities, and as a proactive tool for urban battlefield situational awareness. 
     The lack of vulnerable external moving parts will give a small D-Dalus-type drone the ability to fly into buildings through windows, and its 
unique capabilities also offer 360 degree vision, another aspect lacking in traditional rotor craft which have blind spots due to the rotors, and 
nowhere near the same maneuverability as the D-Dalus. 
     IAT21 foresees many applications based on these key new criteria - apart from being able to enter and search buildings, it could conceiva-
bly remove radioactive contamination or explosives, extract casualties, or hold and direct water hoses for fire fighters. 
     As it can lift heavy loads, and becomes even more efficient in doing so as it scales upwards in size, it is also envisaged as a platform for 
loading and unloading ships when cranes are not available. 
     The D-Dalus is also so simple mechanically that it needs little maintenance, and requires no more maintenance expertise than an auto me-
chanic. It should be noted, that all VTOL aircraft capable of carrying large payloads are complex and very costly to maintain. 
     Ideally, the platform that can approach as gently and silently as a hot air balloon, can stay in the air like a humming-bird, can rotate in any 
direction like a football, can ‘glue down’ on the deck of a ship like a ‘tossed pancake’, can see in all directions like a crystal ball, can fly as 
fast as a jet, is as invisible as a 155mm shell and can be repaired by a local car mechanic. Such an aircraft now appears within reach.  
     This aircraft lift capabilities operates on the same principle as the Voith-Schneider, 2D Propulsor system with its vertical axis of rotation 
which has been used on ships for over eighty years. The Voith-Schneider propeller (VSP) is fitted with blades that protrude vertically into the 
water, rotate around a fixed point and can be adjusted individually. 
     The fact that the VSP propulsion system produces thrust and is therefore suitable for use in aviation is nothing new, but Bauhaus Luftfahrt 
has added a rotating cylinder in the middle of the VSP blades to generate additional lift. The think tank has already patented this new propul-
sion system and the resulting aircraft design is a completely new type of helicopter on which the conventional rotor blades 
are re-placed by four laterally extending paddle-wheels. 
     Operational principle of Voith-Schneider propeller— From a circular plate, rotating around a vertical axis, a circular ar-
ray of vertical blades, in the shape of  hydrofoils that protrude out of the bottom of the ship. Each blade can rotate itself 
around a vertical axis. The internal gear changes the angle of attack of the blades in sync with the rotation of the plate, so 
that each blade can provide thrust in any direction, very similar to the collective and cyclic of  helicopter flight controls. 

To help comprehend this technology, there is an interactive program on how the Voith Turbo (VSP) works; 
Type in the following on your browser line  —   Voith Turbo - iVSP interactive Voith Schneider Propeller 

Then click on the “Voith Turbo - iVSP interactive Voith Schneider Propeller” option at the top of the page list. 
Click on the “iVSP Interactive Voith Schneider Propeller” option under the diagram to open the “download” box, then follow the download 

instructions to open the interactive screen. 
This interactive program should give you a better understanding of how the propeller works! 

One of the questions from the career placement test given applicants for a military commission: 
 "Rearrange the letters 'P N E S I' to spell out an important part of human body that is more useful when erect!" 

  
Those who spelled 'spine' became doctors… the rest of us went to flight school.      …and so it went. 
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    McCormack November 17, 2011. 
Hale, Everett February 21, 2012. 

We record with great sadness the passing of the 
 following members of the Association 

F a l l e n  E a g l e sF a l l e n  E a g l e sF a l l e n  E a g l e s    
Eternal rest grant them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

WEBSITES 
Watch the startup, taxi and takeoff of the Sopwith Camel as it pro-
ceeds to fly in formation with a Supermarine Spitfire. This is an 
amazing video . . .  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6PnKUEFX8g 
     This stupendous IMAX movie is about 45 minutes long. It is 
about Operation Red Flag, a training operation involving many air 
forces of the world with over a hundred fighters and many other 
support aircraft. Canadian F-18 Hornets in it. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvtQ3g0ELuE 
Switch to full screen when you watch it. 

 
To those who love flying  

and the patriotic appreciation of our country. 
http://www.youtube.com/v/RU1oB8sGyYM 

 
DC-7 video. This should bring tears to the eyes of the Argus FE’s 

http://marcbrecy.perso.neuf.fr/DC7.html 
 

For all you Herckee-bomber FE’s 
Angel Flight (Radio Tower Remix) - w/ Lyrics 

Each year on April the first, AIRFORCE DAY, the CMFEA holds 
the life membership draw at 413 RCAF Wing in Trenton .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the annual membership draw this year, Ray McIntosh and 
Art Darnborough, the President of 413 Wing, drew  

W. Ken Mugford of Trenton, Ontario,  
a life member, who won the $100.00.  
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	Canadian Military Flight Engineers Association Newsletter 
	The Diamond Jubilee takes place in 2012, 
	marking 60 years of The Queen’s reign. 
	The Queen came to the throne on 6th February 1952 
	her Coronation took place on 2nd June 1953.
	The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal is a visible and tangible way to recognize 60 000 outstanding Canadians of all ages and from all walks of life, who have built and continue to build this caring society and country through their service and achievements.
	     This program is an opportunity to recognize citizens for an outstanding and exemplary achievement or service to the community, or to Canada as a whole; or those who have made a sustained contribution over and above what might reasonably be expected of paid  employment or voluntary action. 
	     The Chancellery of Honours, as part of the Office of the Secretary to the Governor General, is administering 
	the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal program. 
	     Questions concerning the Diamond Jubilee Medal program can be sent to diamondjubilee@gg.ca or 
	by calling 613-998-6790 or 1-800-465-6890 (toll-free).
	          In order to have a list of recipients that is representative of all regions of Canada, various organizations are invited to propose the names of candidates for the Medal: the federal, provincial and territorial levels of government, national professional, educational and cultural organizations, military and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, veterans' groups, sports associations, and philanthropic and charitable bodies. 
	You can nominate by using the fillable online nomination form at, 
	http://www.citizenship.gov.on.ca/english/citizenship/honours/diamondjubilee/shtml
	Editors comment   In my opinion, the spirit of the awarding of the medal has been severely tarnished. The criteria, as outlined above, has been grossly neglected, especially when considering the fact that all Federal Parliament (MP’s), and senators,  receive the Jubilee Medal, automatically. 
	     This program of awarding the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal, is an opportunity to recognize citizens for an outstanding and exemplary achievement or service to the community or to Canada as a whole. Its interesting to note, that politicians who get power and privilege without possessing merit and whose only true allegiance is to their own re-election, were among the first to receive this award.
	Refering to the conditions of eligibility, why did four Bloc Quebecois MP’s in the House of Commons rate consideration in the awarding of the Queen’s Medal? Its totally incomprehensible, that the Governor General of Canada, would award the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal to these people, who are staunch anti monarchist, These four MP’s, are representative members of a party that seeks to create the conditions necessary, for the political secession of Quebec from Canada, and campaign actively for Quebec sovereignty within their province during federal elections. 
	      There are also many new MP’s with less than four and some with less than eight years, in the House of Commons, who will be given the medal. Under the circumstances, they really do not warrant such recognition. 
	     It's the person who volunteers at the rink that you never think of, the pastor who helps kids who never gets recognized, people who volunteer and give back, veterans, and community leaders, these are the ones who are certainly more worthy to receive this medal.
	          Its also worth noting that the Royal Canadian Legion has been offered only 80 medals to distribute across Canada to its members. 
	 It is not my intention to be a politician basher, but are any or all of Canada's MP’s truly deserving of this medal? 
	I don't think so!
	Whenever a man has cast a longing eye on offices, a rottenness begins in his conduct. 
			                          submitted by Duke Dawe
	During this time, I was stationed at Fort Churchill, Manitoba, where the RCAF had three aircraft. I was employed as an aero-engine mechanic and also flew as crewman on the Norseman, the Otter and C47 Dakota.
	     We were tasked to carry out a medical evacuation from Baker Lake, in the NWT. We departed Churchill on January 02, in a Norseman aircraft for about a three hour flight to Baker Lake. Navigation was done by map reading. In winter, its most difficult to make out lakes from land mass, and at that time, the maps were not complete, they showed the big lakes, esters, but not much more detail. Earlier that year, the non-directional radio beacon at Baker Lake had been lost in a fire. We estimated our position to be about 40 miles south of Baker Lake and waited for the village to come into sight. After a long period of time, we realized that something was amiss! Now what to do, darkness comes early in the afternoon, so we decided we better take a easterly heading and fly toward the Hudson Bay coast. Darkness was now upon us. We tried to make radio contact with Churchill, but we had no luck. So a decision was made to land on a frozen lake with our ski equipped aircraft. Upon landing, it was determined that we had damaged our tail ski. At minus 40 degrees, you have to hurry and get the engine tent over the engine to keep it from freezing. Once under the tent, we made a snow bench which was to be our mattress. For heat, we had a plumber’s blow pot, which plumbers use to heat their soldering irons. It stood about 2 feet high and used fuel from the aircraft fuel tank. It was so cold, that our metal snow knife snapped in half when we were cutting snow blocks, to make a wind break. The emergency rations were frozen solid, so we put them into the blow pot to warm them up. There were three of us aboard, so we zipped two sleeping bags together and three of us jumped into together, I was not hesitant in sharing my bed with the other two, so I took the inside position. Needless to say, I was warm on all sides, while the other two were warm on only one side. It was a very long night. We were up as soon as it was daylight and we had a meeting of what to do. The decision was made to stay put due to the damaged ski. We didn’t have a clue where we were.
	This photo was taken later when we went to recover the Norseman aircraft that we had left behind in January. 
	It was buried in snow and had to be dug out. 
	Standing; Duke Dawe, F/O O.J. Fisher, pilot. and 
	pararescue, Ken Clark. 
	Sitting; Pararescue jumper, Dobbie Dawson.
	Honouring our World War II Veterans
	 407 Long Range Patrol Squadron’s Demon Association, will be hosting our Squadron’s 71st Anniversary, which will be taking place the weekend of June 1st-3rd, 2012, in Comox, British Columbia. The event will be focusing on celebrating Demon pride and honouring our World War II veterans. At this moment we would like to discuss our options and deadlines.  
	      The squadron was formed May 8th, 1941 on Thorny Island, England, as a strike squadron, used to seek out and bomb enemy shipping. Due to the squadron’s tenacity to carry out attacks, they were nicknamed the Demons. Later during the War, the RAF gave the squadron to Canada. On June 4th 1945, at the end of the war, the squadron was stood down, but it rose from the ashes on Dominion Day 1952. With the threat of nuclear attacks from submarines, during the Cold War, the squadron became focused on Anti-Submarine Warfare. Presently the Squadron conducts sovereignty surveillance patrols, coastal patrols, fisheries patrols, Northern patrols, Search and Rescue missions, Drug Interdiction patrols, U.N. sponsored Maritime Interdiction patrols and we will continue to search for submarines
	the navigator could take a three star fix on our position. Now you all know that above the tree line in Canada, there is nothing with which to make a fire. So I brought out the trusty blow pot and turned it up high. The Lancaster went back and forth, but he seemed to wander away. When day light came, we could hear him away in the distance. The next night, it was the same scenario again, The Lancaster overhead, and then flying away. By this time, we had almost gassed ourselves with carbon monoxide from the blow pot. We were now reduced to crawling, and our faces were black from soot and frost bite.
	     We were picked up by a Norseman of ArcticWings, flown by Charley Webber. We left our damaged aircraft there. Three months later, we went back to recover our aircraft, which by now, was completely buried in snow. On landing at the site, guess what happened? We  broke the tail of our aircraft again, so now the story repeats itself, except now, the weather is warmer.
	     On arrival at Fort Churchill, we were placed in the hospital, Our CO, S/L G  Kightley and the Dakota pilot, F/L C Agar, brought a bottle of scotch to the hospital to help ease our pains. I think I fell out of bed that night. To this day, scotch is my favourite drink.
	     As a footnote to this adventure, the RCAF never informed my parents in Vernon, B.C., It was the local radio station, CJIB, that called my parents to advise them that I was out on the barrens!
	     Now fast forward thirty seven years to January 01, 1990. . . . . .
	     We now find Duke Dawe in a much warmer African climate, flying for NWT Air, whose home base is in Yellowknife, NWT. As one of a crew of four, he was flying as FE on an L-382 Hercules aircraft. The Hercules had been contracted by ICRC (International Red Cross), to fly relief supplies from the coast of Angola in Africa, up into various inland villages. 
	     Of all the Portuguese colonies, Angola was considered to be the jewel of its possessions. It had abundant supplies of valuable resources, such as ivory, spices, various minerals, oil and diamonds. Located on the west coast of Africa, between Zaire (Congo) and Namibia (South West Africa), it has an area of 478,350 square miles, making it one of the larger countries of Africa. Angola has an extensive coast line of 1,000 miles. Beyond this narrow coastal strip, there is a series of plateaus and tablelands, some of which rise to an altitude of 7,000 feet. The population prior to the civil war in 1974, was estimated at five and half million. 
	     In Angola, the Cuban military and Russian advisors, backed by South Africa, were supporting the government in opposing rebel forces,  It also was rumored that the CIA was involved with the rebels.  
	     The aircraft assigned to us had a large red cross painted on each side of the forward fuselage. 
	     Our radio call sign was Red Cross 018. 
	     The flying in our theater of operation was very dangerous. When we operated into the smaller villages, our turns were tighter on decent and departure. If we strayed outside village limits, we were likely to have a missile launched at us. We would arrive overhead at 17,000 feet, then spiral down. After a Hercules was shot down at 17,000 feet, we then commenced our approaches from 21,000 feet.
	     We learned that a Hercules that was shot down on the November 28th, was an old PWA Hercules L-383, registration, PWN or Nancy as it was know in the north. Our mechanic, who had recently left Trans Africa, knew the captain of the ill fated Hercules.
	     At one of our other stops, Benguela, a Trans Africa Hercules was on the ground. Our mechanic, who knew the crew of the aircraft, went over to talk with them. They told him that a TAG Hercules, that we had seen on the ground, has been shot down by a missile that entered into #3 engine.
	     That brought the total to three Hercules, in the last six months. 
	     In the twenty seven days we spent in Angola , we estimated that we had hauled, 1,438,000 lbs of relief supplies.
	     Its interesting to note, that some Angolans, thought that after independence, things would be better, but they now wished for the old days, when their families were better off under the Portuguese. 
	     We left London UK for home, on January 27th, and arrived at the Kelowna airport the next day. We were very glad to be home.
	Professional ethics are developed by example and experience. You are in a profession and must accept the challenge and obligations of this profession. According to the dictionary, the meaning of profession, is “A vocation requiring advanced academic and professional training”. This is only a partial definition, because we are concerned primarily with professional attitudes and knowledge.
	     We can define a professional as one who has mastered the knowledge required for his vocation and, in addition, is required to use independent judgment in exercising the knowledge;
	     Knowledge and integrity are essential to professional conduct and are based upon;
	     	High standards required to qualify for your profession, calling for thorough educational and training process.
	     	Maintenance of proficiency; keeping abreast of new knowledge.
	     	Recognition of professional status by others qualified to evaluate your work.
	     	A tradition of individual responsibility and ethical standards of conduct, which are self imposed.
	 Flying is becoming more exacting, requiring strict adherence to proven good practice, careful attention to detail, and continuous alertness.
	     As in other professions, your competence must also be coupled with integrity, or else you become discredited.
	     A code is useful to professional people: it acts as a rallying point, about which members can gather to measure their competence, to uphold their integrity, and to confirm their importance to service. It spurs professional progress.
	     Always bear in mind, that if you expect to be called and treated like a professional, you must behave like one.
	The Flight Engineers Code was found amongst Geoff Brogdens belongings. 
	It was originally sent to Geoff by Don Kennedy, WO 426 Sqn.	
				                          	from  Lew Ervin 
	I have written a response to an article in the Canadian Skies Magazine, January /February 2012, Canuks Unlimited story by Ken Pole, which is an interview with 436 Squadron, Commanding Officer, LCol Keiver. I was quite surprised that a person in his position, seems to have no idea of the duties of a flight engineer, and the application of these duties being just as relevant on the C130J, as it was on the earlier models. Just because a seat doesn’t exist, doesn’t mean that it shouldn’t exist.
	Re; Canadian Skies Magazine January/February 2012 Canuks Unlimited story by Ken Pole.
	     In Canuks Unlimited, was an interesting commentary on today’s RCAF, and 436 Squadron, and in particular the CC130J. According to the story, “While the exterior looks very much like the previous C-130s, the CC130J is essentially a completely new aircraft. It can land on shorter airfields, fly faster and further, and can carry heavier loads, while burning less fuel with a smaller crew.” The next paragraph reads, “In its latest iteration, the Super Hercules, J model, the aircraft is the backbone of this country’s tactical airlift capability, with the capacity to carry up to 92 combat troops (or 128 passengers), and conduct search and rescue missions.” Now that’s peculiar, the training manual on the C130E states same capacity for the E model, could it be that the J is no better at carrying loads than its predecessor?
	     Since September 16, 2012, marks the 60th anniversary of the beginning of my career in aviation, this article prompted me to muse a bit on how far we have come in aviation, what we have gained and what we have lost. Human nature being what it is, we humans spend a lot of our time figuring out how to devise a method of making our life easier, hence the automobile, the airplane, washing machine and the computer etc. 1952 was only 49 years after Orville and Wilber Wright had first managed to get into the air, yet look at the difference between the aircraft flown by the Wright brothers and the aircraft flown in 1952 as the jet age had begun. 
	     I joined the RCAF, 418 city of Edmonton Auxiliary (reserve) squadron, September 16, 1952, and became a fitter (aero engine technician) and worked on the B25 Mitchell light bomber. After finishing high school and working in the oil patch for a short time, aviation was where I wanted to be, so I transferred to the permanent force, and in 1957, was introduced to the T33, at RCAF station Macdonald, Manitoba. When Macdonald closed in 1959, it was off to Winnipeg and the old B25, DC3 Dakota, Lancaster, Expeditor (Beech 18) Albatross (Grumman CSR110) and the T33. In March of 1966, I became a tech crewman on the Dakota with 11KU Search and Rescue Squadron, followed by a move to flight tech on the Albatross. Shortly after, we had a choice, revert to tech crewman or remuster to flight engineer. I chose the latter, and after the Albatross was replaced in 1970, I found myself on the Labrador CH113 helicopter until in 1974, when I went on the C130 Hercules course and became a C130 Hercules Flight Engineer.
	     Reading the article in Canuks unlimited, I wonder what LCol Keiver is trying to say, when he says that” the RCAF no longer needs supplementary commercial airlift for some of Box Top”. Looking back, I remember at no time where we had civilian help on box top when we had C130E’s and H’s. Next he states, that “flight training on the J’s is such, that officers assigned as aircraft commander and co-pilot have the same qualifications, and can even have the same rank. The only difference is how decisions are made, the responsibility piece as Keiver put it”. “The aircraft commander is the final authority; it’s the chain of command”. “With the old airplane we had a hierarchy, I would argue, depending on the flight engineer that it went; aircraft commander, flight engineer, co-pilot, and then the loadmaster, in the back at the bottom of the pyramid.” From my perspective, it appears to me that LCol Keiver has a limited concept of teamwork, and the crew concept, possibly a carry-over from his days as a fighter pilot. As a fighter pilot, he was responsible for his own welfare, and was trained to just pull the handles and leave if a red light flashed on. The large aircraft have no such option nor should they, you have the aircraft commander, who as LCol Keiver says, is the final authority, what he doesn’t say is that the aircraft commander, as captain of the ship, is responsible for the welfare of all on board as well as the ship itself. There should be no hierarchy beyond this self-evident fact, each crewmember has a job to do and it would be ludicrous and counter-productive, for the loadmaster to ask the co-pilot, to ask the aircraft commander, if he may open the ramp to unload after landing. Or, can you imagine the engineering officers representative (the flight engineer) on board the aircraft, advising the co-pilot to advise the aircraft commander that the number three engine has a drop in oil pressure. This method of operation may work in an army environment, but it cannot work in an environment where the crew, each with different training, make up a team to advise the aircraft commander of the best method of handling an often dangerous situation, involving the particular crew member’s field of expertise. 
	     Other than the addition of an all encompassing electronic package to satisfy the modern pilot, the C130J still has four hot engines mounted on a wing full of fuel, attached to a fuselage with bundles of wires, hydraulic, fuel, and bleed air lines, with electrical circuit breaker panels, TRU’s, and of course the radio and navigation equipment. Finally I would suggest to LCol Keiver, that computers cannot think.
	     This has been the musings of an aviation buff, who has a valid Transport Canada private- pilots license, a flight engineers license and an AME license. He has logged 10,000 hours of flight engineer time, just under 1,000 hour of pilot time, and owns and operates a maintenance facility, Park Air Services, at Ponoka, Alberta. He also operated a flight school at the Ponoka airport, from 1996 to 2002, under the name of Ervin Aviation Enterprises Co Ltd. All quotes are taken directly from the skies magazine, in an effort to clear up possible erroneous information. 
	Frank had a very interesting career during WW2 and in peacetime service. He served his country with distinction, and retired after more than 35 years of service. He joined the military in 1941, when he was 20, in Vancouver, where he grew    up. The military was a natural choice, he recalled, because his father was a British infantryman who served in both wars, and was wounded several times.
	     His father came to Canada after being offered land, under the Soldiers Settlement Program, after the First World War.
	     After his training in Ontario, he was posted overseas and remembers his 21st birthday somewhere on the Queen Elizabeth, sailing out of Halifax in December 1942.
	     "There were 16 of us (Canadian soldiers) in a small room made for two people, right in the bow of the ship," he said.
	     Frank Honey had two brushes with death while serving near the front lines in the Second World War, and he has vivid memories of both.
	     Mr. Honey, who now lives in Wilmot, NS, was 23 in June 1944, when he drove his truck off a landing barge and onto the beach at Normandy with the other Canadian and British soldiers.
	     He drove through about a metre of water, and his first job once on land was to get out of the truck and remove its waterproofing.
	    As he was doing that, he heard a large shell whistle by his head, and then he heard a loud "swish and a plop."
	     He walked over to take a look, and there in the sand, was a large German anti-personnel shell. The shells were designed to explode just before hitting the ground, to scatter shrapnel and to inflict the most damage.
	     This shell failed to explode, and it hit the dirt beside his truck. "It was the first time I had been shot at," Mr. Honey remembered, in an interview at his home in Wilmot, Annapolis County. "Had it exploded, I wouldn't be telling you about it today."
	     Mr. Honey, now 82, was trained as a truck driver, but he was also a leading aircraftman during the war. He was an expert mechanic, trained to work on 27 different fighter planes.
	     He led a crew that serviced, fuelled, and loaded war planes — mostly British Tomahawks, Typhoons, Spitfires, and Mustangs — along with their armaments.
	     But it was in Eindhoven, Holland, where his second brush with death came. He was a leading aircraftman at a small airstrip, 25 kilometres from the front lines. It was New Year's Day, 1945, and the Germans were making a last big push before the end of the war. He was in the cockpit of a 
	Spitfire fighter plane, at about 8:45 a.m., The plane had been tested and ready to go.
	"I got out of the airplane, and was walking toward the flight shack, to sign out that it was serviceable," he said." I looked over my shoulder and saw a lot of airplanes coming towards the airstrip, at treetop level.".
	Once their guns opened up, he knew they were German aircraft.
	     As wave after wave of enemy fighters strafed the air strip, he hit the ground. The plane he had just left, exploded and caught fire. He ran to the flight shack, but realized it wasn't safe, so he and another soldier ran to a nearby slit trench, where they had to break the ice on about two feet of water to get in.
	     There were about 50 enemy aircraft, and "it seemed like they were coming from every direction."
	     Fourteen men were killed and wounded that morning, and all the aircraft on the landing strip were lost.
	     Frank  stayed on in Europe, and recalls listening on a portable radio as British Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the war's end. It was Tuesday, May 8, 1945 — VE Day.
	     Looking back now, Mr.! Honey wishes there were a better way of settling world disputes other than going to war. Later he would travel to Holland for the 60th anniversary of its liberation. 
	     Frank Honey joined the RCAFA, overseas on April 01,1974. He was posted to Greenwood in 1977, where became a Charter Member of 107 (Valley) Wing, of which he has been a dedicated member ever since. He deservedly received the Award of Distinction in 1983.
	     Frank served as Wing President in 1980 and 1981 and again in 1991. He was instrumental in guiding the Wing through its formative years. At all times, he worked with diligence and dedication, always putting the interests of the Wing and its members first. He also served as the Chairman of the Advisory Board in 1987, 1988 and 1990, in assisting and advising the Executive Committee as required. During 1993 and 1994, he held the Welfare and Regalia position. The welfare of sick or hospitalized members was  important to him, and he always took the time to visit them and keep in touch.
	     In 1994, he became aware of Lancaster, KB 966, which had crashed, while returning to base after a Search and Rescue mission, in April 1953, killing six crew members. The widow and son of one of the deceased still reside in the local area. Frank "took the bull by the horns", and after getting Wing authority, he formed a Committee to get a memorial cairn erected in the crew's memory. For the next two years, he worked doggedly, obtaining title to a suitable piece of land, clearing the wooded area, contacting surviving relatives of the crew, some of whom lived as far away as South America and Antigua. In addition to having a monument built, he arranged transportation and accommodations for attending relatives at the Ceremony. He liaised with 14 Wing Greenwood,103 Rescue Unit and 413 Squadron, for a fly-past.
	     His extraordinary efforts culminated in the unveiling Ceremony, on July 13, 1996, an event attended by many relatives of the crash victims, and approximately one hundred and fifty interested spectators. The ceremony was followed by a reception in the RCAFA Wing. Frank's dedication and hard work on this project, cannot be over-emphasized; he put his heart and soul into it, which resulted in many expressions of praise and honor for the Wing and the RCAFA in general. 
	     Frank Honey has always been and continues to be a hard working, dedicated member of the Wing. He was most highly recommended for a Life Membership Award, Had this nomination not been accepted, a Meritorious Service Award would have been acceptable, or at the very least, an Award of Merit.
	 Frank has completed a video of his wartime experiences which can be signed out at Kingston Legion for viewing. 
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	The Hercules from 435 Transport and Rescue Squadron, was one of several in Florida, to offer mid air refueling to CF-18 jet fighters from 4 Wing Cold Lake. The military says, the aircraft had just taken off from the Key West Naval Air Station when it caught fire. The flight crew initiated an immediate emergency landing, and all NINE people onboard scrambled to safety as soon as the aircraft rolled to a stop. All were assessed on scene and there were no injuries.
	     The CC-130 was extensively damaged by the fire, and an investigation is underway to determine the cause. Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Pamplin, Commanding Officer of 435 Transport and Rescue Squadron, said: "Noting the seriousness of fire aboard any aircraft, I am proud of the crew that followed through on their training, conducted the immediate emergency procedures, and got everyone out safely."
	Faced with a shortage of pilots, Canada's air force is turning its attention to Britain, and is looking to hire out-of-work military aviators from that country.
	     One has been hired so far, with another 20 to 25 skilled pilots and eight other personnel to be enrolled in the Canadian Forces sometime this year.
	     Britain is undertaking significant reductions in its defence budget, and the Royal Air Force expects to cut 5,000 personnel over the next five years. Among those will be 170 pilots who are in various stages of training.
	     But that could provide a windfall for the Royal Canadian Air Force, which is looking to scoop up some of the laid-off pilots, according to documents obtained by the Citizen newspaper.
	     "Royal Air Force pilots are renowned for their advanced skill levels, and many have trained or had experience with the Canadian Forces throughout most of their careers," the documents produced last year point out.
	     "As part of this process, these individuals would eventually become Canadian citizens," the documents note. As a result, Canada gets a significant benefit of skilled and experienced personnel who require minimal training, according to the military.
	     "Successful skilled ex-RAF enrollees will join the (Canadian Forces) in a phased approach over the coming four years," Capt. Jean-Francois Lambert explained . "The goal is to achieve a swift and direct impact to address skilled personnel shortages, by attracting candidates who require minimal conversion training."
	     The first ex-RAF pilot was enrolled into the RCAF in November and the service expects to accept another 20 to 25 pilots and eight air combat systems officers this year, he added.
	     It is unclear how many ex-RAF pilots Canada hopes to eventually hire.
	     Last year, the Citizen revealed the air force was not training enough pilots to meet its needs, while at the same time it faced a wave of retirements, as well as the recruitment of skilled staff by commercial airlines.
	     Lt.-Gen. Andre Deschamps, head of the air force, had told Vice Admiral Bruce Donaldson, the vice-chief of the Defence Staff, that he could not produce the 125 new pilots he needed each year, according to a Defence Department document leaked to the Citizen.
	     To fill part of the gap, the air force had asked its retired pilots to rejoin the service.
	     Canada's air force is also facing what it calls an "experience gap." It has recently recruited members with limited experience, and a large number of members who are close to retirement. What it doesn't have are enough personnel with a mid-range of experience who can perform both operations and conduct training.
	     The initiative to recruit former RAF personnel "will help stem personnel shortages and mitigate our experience gap," noted Lambert.
	     The Canadian government has significantly increased the pay and benefits for the military over the years. But like a number of employers, the air force is facing the loss of baby boomers who are reaching the end of their careers.
	     At the same time, civilian companies such as Air Canada are recruiting members of the RCAF.
	     The RCAF has also had difficulties attracting personnel to fill other aviation jobs.
	Airbus has unveiled a novel idea for brave airline passengers: a jet with see-through walls. The company 
	introduced a 2050 concept plane with panels on its cabin that are coated with biopolymers that can become transparent, providing panoramic views. 
	     The airplane also touts the concept of harvesting energy from the body heat of seated passengers to power the aircraft’s lights and holographic entertainment displays.
	     Airbus says the plane won't have a bad seat (believe it when it happens) and will be divided up by first class, business, and economy, and "is divided by the individual needs of the passenger such as relaxing, playing games, and interacting with other passengers, or people on the ground."
	     Research shows that passengers of 2050 will expect a seamless travel experience while also caring for the environment. The Airbus Concept Cabin is designed with that in mind, and shows that the journey can be as much a 
	voyage of discovery as the destination.
     Some of the future tech involved in the Airbus transparent plane concept, are walls that change according to light conditions, holographic pop-up gaming displays, and passenger's body heat powering in-flight entertainment. Airbus is mum on the actual technology needed to make the transparent material, which is to be a plant-based skin.
	     Last year, the Citizen reported that the service was launching a drive to find more flight engineers for search-and-rescue helicopters, as it struggled to fill those ranks decimated by retirements, and recruitment of highly trained staff by private firms.
	     The exodus of flight engineers has been building over the last several years, with a 2010 air force report warning that such personnel levels were "dangerously low."
	     That situation could become even worse as over 60 per cent of the air force's flight engineers are in a position to retire with pensions, air force officers have warned.
	     Flight engineers play a critical role on the helicopters, operating the rescue hoist, helping guide the aircraft as it maneuvers in confined areas, and performing the job of an inflight mechanic.
	     A Canadian Forces' Tiger Team report in April 2010 highlighted the problems, noting there were only 12 operational flight engineers available to support the search and rescue mandate for the main search and rescue (SAR) units 
	Its interesting to note;
	     While at its height, the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan, trained 131,533 Allied pilots and aircrew in Canada, 72,835 of which were Canadian.
	Considering this, its outrageous that we cannot produce the 125 new pilots needed each year, according to a Defence Department document 
	     To fill part of the gap, the air force had asked its retired pilots to rejoin the service.
	Lets hope by hiring the Brits we don't get more duds like our Naval dudmerines that we purchased from them!
	A tourist walked into a pet store and was looking at the animals on display. While he was there, a CWO from CFB Trenton walked in and said to the shopkeeper "I'll take a 933 monkey, please".
     The shopkeeper nodded, went to a cage at the side of the store, and took out a monkey. He put a collar and leash on the animal and handed it the Chief, saying, "That'll be $2,000." The man paid and left with the monkey.
     The surprised tourist went to the shopkeeper and said, "That was a very expensive monkey. Most of them are only a few hundred dollars. Why did that one cost so much?"
     The shopkeeper answered, "Ah, that's a 933 monkey. He can build pallets of freight, plan aircraft loads, rig loads for airdrops, drive forklifts, type manifests, heat meals for officers, and perform the duties of any Traffic Tech with no back talk or complaints. It's well worth the money" 
	     The tourist then spotted a monkey in another cage. "That one's even more expensive! $10,000! What does it do?" he asked.
     "Oh, that one" replied the shopkeeper. "That's a "Maintenance Supervisor" monkey. It can instruct at all levels of maintenance, supervise maintenance at the unit, intermediate, and Depot level, and even do most of the paperwork. A very useful monkey indeed" 
	     The tourist looked around a little longer and found a third monkey in a cage. The price tag was $50,000. The shocked tourist exclaimed, "This one costs more than all the others put together! What in the world can it do?" 
	Austrian research company IAT21, has presented a new type of aircraft, the D-Dalus, at the Paris Air Show, which has the potential to become aviation's first disruptive technology since the jet engine.
	     The D-Dalus, (named after the tragic figure Daedalus from Greek mythology, who lost his son Icarus when his wings melted, as he flew too close to the sun) is neither fixed wing or rotor craft, and uses four, mechanically-linked, contra-rotating cylindrical turbines, each running at the same 2200 rpm, for its propulsion.
	     The "propellers" (turbines) more or less look like the cylindrical drum in a standard push lawn mower with blades on it, but instead of blades it has fins. The drums counter-rotated against each other, generating lift.
	     The turbines can be thrust in any of 360 degrees, allowing the D-Dalus to launch vertically, hover, dart around and to remain stable even in turbulent conditions. The company also says the craft requires very little maintenance and would be cheaper than current vertical takeoff aircraft, and because of its new “friction free bearing at the points of high G force”, the craft should be, according to the company, as quiet as a whisper The discs are spun by means of a conventional airplane engine. What’s new is the computer and software that controls the blades, allowing for very precise flying. 
	     The key to the D-Dalus' extreme maneuverability is the facility to alter the angle of the blades (using servos) to vector the forces, meaning that the thrust can be delivered in your choice of 360 degrees around any of the three axes. Hence D-Dalus can launch vertically, hover perfectly still and move in any direction, and that's just the start of the story.
	     Like most cars and aircraft these days, it sounds very complex but it's all controlled by computer algorithms, so it's simple joystick control for the user, and far less exacting than a helicopter to fly.
	     Existing rotary wing aircraft offer VTOL capabilities but have vulnerabilities which make them unsuitable for many applications. They are challenged in bad weather, long ranges,  high speed, and in operating to and from lurching platforms, such as boats in rough weather.
	     By contrast, D-Dalus is particularly suited for such conditions and can thrust upwards and hence "glue down" on landing, which it can also do on a moving vehicle. Indeed, landing on a moving vehicle is one of the D-Dalus' many party tricks, and it's a natural for landing on watercraft. Not surprisingly, since it initially broke cover at the Royal Aeronautical Society conference, it has already attracted a lot of interest from military quarters.
	     The D-Dalus is also near-silent, and has the dynamic stability to enter buildings and handle rough weather with ease - things which existing rotorcraft simply cannot achieve. The aircraft also has a sense-and-avoid system which, in conjunction with its complete lack of vulnerable external parts (such as rotors), means it can hover in very close proximity to vertical rock faces and walls, making it suitable for search-and-rescue operations, as a surveillance drone with hover-and-stare capabilities, and as a proactive tool for urban battlefield situational awareness.
	     The lack of vulnerable external moving parts will give a small D-Dalus-type drone the ability to fly into buildings through windows, and its unique capabilities also offer 360 degree vision, another aspect lacking in traditional rotor craft which have blind spots due to the rotors, and nowhere near the same maneuverability as the D-Dalus.
	     IAT21 foresees many applications based on these key new criteria - apart from being able to enter and search buildings, it could conceivably remove radioactive contamination or explosives, extract casualties, or hold and direct water hoses for fire fighters.
	     As it can lift heavy loads, and becomes even more efficient in doing so as it scales upwards in size, it is also envisaged as a platform for loading and unloading ships when cranes are not available.
	     The D-Dalus is also so simple mechanically that it needs little maintenance, and requires no more maintenance expertise than an auto mechanic. It should be noted, that all VTOL aircraft capable of carrying large payloads are complex and very costly to maintain.
	     Ideally, the platform that can approach as gently and silently as a hot air balloon, can stay in the air like a humming-bird, can rotate in any direction like a football, can ‘glue down’ on the deck of a ship like a ‘tossed pancake’, can see in all directions like a crystal ball, can fly as fast as a jet, is as invisible as a 155mm shell and can be repaired by a local car mechanic. Such an aircraft now appears within reach. 
	     This aircraft lift capabilities operates on the same principle as the Voith-Schneider, 2D Propulsor system with its vertical axis of rotation which has been used on ships for over eighty years. The Voith-Schneider propeller (VSP) is fitted with blades that protrude vertically into the water, rotate around a fixed point and can be adjusted individually.
     The fact that the VSP propulsion system produces thrust and is therefore suitable for use in aviation is nothing new, but Bauhaus Luftfahrt has added a rotating cylinder in the middle of the VSP blades to generate additional lift. The think tank has already patented this new propulsion system and the resulting aircraft design is a completely new type of helicopter on which the conventional rotor blades are re-placed by four laterally extending paddle-wheels.
	     Operational principle of Voith-Schneider propeller— From a circular plate, rotating around a vertical axis, a circular array of vertical blades, in the shape of  hydrofoils that protrude out of the bottom of the ship. Each blade can rotate itself around a vertical axis. The internal gear changes the angle of attack of the blades in sync with the rotation of the plate, so that each blade can provide thrust in any direction, very similar to the collective and cyclic of  helicopter flight controls.
	To help comprehend this technology, there is an interactive program on how the Voith Turbo (VSP) works;
	Type in the following on your browser line  —   Voith Turbo - iVSP interactive Voith Schneider Propeller
	Then click on the “Voith Turbo - iVSP interactive Voith Schneider Propeller” option at the top of the page list.
	Click on the “iVSP Interactive Voith Schneider Propeller” option under the diagram to open the “download” box, then follow the download instructions to open the interactive screen.
	This interactive program should give you a better understanding of how the propeller works!
	One of the questions from the career placement test given applicants for a military commission:
 "Rearrange the letters 'P N E S I' to spell out an important part of human body that is more useful when erect!"
 
Those who spelled 'spine' became doctors… the rest of us went to flight school.      …and so it went.
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	Watch the startup, taxi and takeoff of the Sopwith Camel as it proceeds to fly in formation with a Supermarine Spitfire. This is an amazing video . . . 
	www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6PnKUEFX8g
	     This stupendous IMAX movie is about 45 minutes long. It is about Operation Red Flag, a training operation involving many air forces of the world with over a hundred fighters and many other support aircraft. Canadian F-18 Hornets in it.
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvtQ3g0ELuE
	Switch to full screen when you watch it.
	To those who love flying 
	and the patriotic appreciation of our country.
	http://www.youtube.com/v/RU1oB8sGyYM
	DC-7 video. This should bring tears to the eyes of the Argus FE’s
	http://marcbrecy.perso.neuf.fr/DC7.html
	For all you Herckee-bomber FE’s
	Angel Flight (Radio Tower Remix) - w/ Lyrics
	Each year on April the first, AIRFORCE DAY, the CMFEA holds the life membership draw at 413 RCAF Wing in Trenton . 
	At the annual membership draw this year, Ray McIntosh and Art Darnborough, the President of 413 Wing, drew 
	W. Ken Mugford of Trenton, Ontario, 
	a life member, who won the $100.00. 

