
 

 
 
 
 

T his year, we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the first powered flight in Canada and the British Empire. On February 23, 1909, the Sil-
ver Dart took to the air above the frozen waters of the Bras d’Or Lakes in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. I was delighted to be able to exam-

ine up close, the actual replica of this historic aircraft at the Russell Group’s Friendly 
Foes Above The Falls Air Show in Niagara Falls. 
     This year, we also celebrated another anniversary, the 50th Anniversary of the Flight 
Engineer Trade 091. It was fifty years ago in April 1959, that the Flight Engineer trade 
was officially recognized. 
     There are also many more interesting dates worthy of note that mark other important 
events in aviation history. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of a milestone in space history — the first suc-
cessful flight to space and return to Earth of monkeys! On May 28, 1959, Monkeynauts, 
Able & Baker launched from Cape Canaveral aboard a Jupiter missile, to soar 360 miles 

into space. Both monkeys survived the flight, but Able unfortunately, died from a reaction to anesthesia a few days later. 
      It was also 40 years ago, on July 20, 1969, that astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to walk on the moon, 
while a third astronaut, Michael Collins, orbited above. 
      Also, 40 years ago on March 02, 1969, pilot Andre Turcat took Concorde on a flawless twenty seven minute maiden test flight. The flight 
marked the start of the supersonic era, and Concorde came to symbolize the best of British ingenuity. 
     Another lesser known event is the 25th Anniversary of first Indian Flight Into Space. It was April 2nd, 1984, when the first Indian went into 
space. Rakesh Sharma, then Squadron Leader and pilot with the Indian Air Force, embarked on the historic mission in 1984 as part of a joint 
space program between the Indian Space Research Organization and the Soviet Intercosmos space program. He spent eight days in space 
aboard the Salyut 7 space station. In a famous conversation, he was asked by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi how India looked from  
space and he replied, Saare Jahan Se Achcha, (better than the whole world). He was conferred with the honour of Hero of the Soviet Union 
upon his return from space. The Government of India conferred its highest gallantry award (during peace time), the Ashoka Chakra on him and 
the other two Russian members of his mission. This is the first and the only time, the Ashoka Chakra was awarded to foreigners. He also prac-
ticed the "Zero Gravity Yoga" aboard the Salyut-7, Orbital Station.  
     2009 sees the English Museum of Science & Industry celebrating several major anniversaries associated with the North West’s aviation 
industry. These include the 100th anniversary of the first all-British flight and the 90th anniversary of Britain’s first scheduled airline service 
from Blackpool to Manchester and Southport. Both of these were a direct result of the foresight and drive of  Patricroft - born A.V. Roe.  

     And last but not least, we must not forget that Snoopy Celebrates his 40th Anniversary of His Moon Flight. Snoopy 
took time from his World War I dogfights as world-famous flying ace to become a world-famous astronaut for NASA's 
Apollo 10 mission, which was a dress rehearsal (40 years ago this year) for the Apollo 11 moon landing. The beagle now 
has a 5-foot-tall statue at Florida's Kennedy Space Center to commemorate the flight.  
     In April, there loomed a major setback when it was learned that the Hamilton CWH Museums prized Lancaster bomber 
might not take to the air and might never fly again because of propeller problems. The plane, which has flown since 1988, 
last flew November 11, 2008. It is one of only two flying Lancaster's in the world, the other being in Britain. The Hamil-

ton Lancaster served the bulk of its career in search and rescue service before being decommissioned in 1963. 
     During routine maintenance this spring, it was found that some propellers were corroded beyond repair. However, the mu-
seum found propellers in Nova Scotia and Florida, but was short of funds. The money was raised within a month, ranging 
from a $10,000 donation from a Caledonia resident to a child who donated 11 cents. About 1,600 people and 43 corporations 
made donations. 
      Thankfully the Museum was able to raise the funds necessary to buy new propellers, and Canada's only flying Lancaster 
was back in the air for the first time in May 2009. If the plane had been grounded, it would have ruined a special year for the 
Lancaster. The bomber is named for gunner Andrew Mynarski, who died after rescuing a crew member from a burning Lan-

caster over France in 1944. It is set to fly in July to Cold Lake, Alberta, the 
home base of 419 Squadron, Mynarski's squadron, and then to his hometown 
of Winnipeg. 
     Due to the generosity of the many ‘Lancaster Propeller’ supporters who 
answered the plea for financial assistance, Canadian Warplane Heritage was 
able to buy two (2) propellers from an aircraft parts dealer in Florida. The 
propellers came in their original World War II packing boxes. The four (4) additional propel-
lers that were procured from Greenwood Military Aviation Museum. Once overhauled will 
cost Canadian Warplane Heritage over $40,000. 

 
 

More importantly, to those who answered the museums plea for financial assistance…..the Lancaster flew again mid-May! 
        

From the editor— Bruce Dyer AUGUST 2009 

The Silver Dart at Niagara 
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     7 5  Y e a r s  o f  A v i a t i o n  -  W a r  &  P e a c e 
           As Seen Through the Eyes of a Wrench Bender and Flight Engineer 

 

M y dad was a infantry Lewis gunner in the trenches in France during WWI. It was there that he became aware of the world of aviation 
while watching the aircraft battling overhead, and that sparked his interest in flying and airplanes. 

     His ongoing interest in aircraft introduced me to the RAF air pageants in the thirties at Hendon, in North London. We watched aircraft of 
that era such as the Hawker Hart, a two seat recon /bomber, the Hawker Fury single seat fighter, the Westland Wapiti two seat bomber, the 
Gloster Gauntlet and Gladiator Fighters, the famous Bristol Bulldog fighters of the 1920's, and also the Handley Page Heyford, a twin engine 
biplane heavy bomber, forerunner of the Hampden and Halifax aircraft. We watched as they performed formation drills, bombing and current 
fighter tactics.  
     One of the interesting scenario's played out by these aircraft was a mock attack on a simulated rebel held fortification from somewhere in 
the Middle East, accompanied by many explosions, machine gun fire and armored cars driving across the airfield to the rescue. Does this 
sound familiar.? 
     In the middle too late thirties, Hendon was also the show place for the up and coming aviation projects in the UK, for both Civilian and  
Military. It was there that I saw the first Spitfire, all silver with a fixed pitch wooden propeller, and also the flyby of a Short, four-engine Em-
pire flying boat (the forerunner of the Sunderland) with a four-engine float plane attached on top. Flight refueling was also demonstrated by Sir 
Alan Cobham's company, Flight Refueling Ltd. 
     In those days, my hometown was Radlett in Hertfordshire, the production center for Handley Page aircraft at their London, Colney airfield. 
It was there as a young boy, that I sat at the edge of the airfield watching the production Heyford and Hampden machines going through their 
test flight procedures. And it was at Radlett, that I saw the R 101 Airship doing a low pass overhead just before its ill fated journey, (a sight to 
spark a young boys Imagination).  
      Later in the thirties, the family moved to a house in Watford, next to storage facility garages that housed aircraft and parts from WWI and 
from the early 1920's and 30's. With permission from the owner, it was magic for a boy to spend hours in the cockpit of these stored machines, 
such as the Armstrong Whitworth Atlas and the Westland Wapiti, stick handling imaginary flights in the far reaches of the world. Also, within 
cycling distance was located RAF Station Northolt, where my school buddy and I spent time just over the airfield fence watching the City of 
London, No 111 Squadron, flying Gloster Gauntlets and Gladiators. No. 111 Squadron was the first RAF Squadron to receive Hawker Hurri-
canes. It was one of these Hurricane aircraft, flown by Sqdn. Leader J. W. Gillan, that broke the flight time from Edinburgh to Northolt at a 
speed of 408 mph, a record in those days. 
     In 1938 at the age of 13, I entered into an Engineering Technical School for a two year course, studying, science, math, basic electrical the-
ory, metal work, foundry pattern making for metal casting, engineering drawing, etc. The UK started youngsters into the technical world at an 
early age. On leaving there in 1940, I started a seven year apprenticeship as an engineering toolmaker, learning that trade from the ground up 
under qualified tool makers and master apprentices. 
     It was a quite an experience when leaving school in the Summer of 1940, with the Battle of Britain going on overhead. Watford lies just 
North of London, so we had a close up of all that was going on. Also, the Luftwaffe sent out what appeared to be single aircraft intruder raids 
when the weather was marginal. My first close up look at a Heinkel, He-111, happened when one popped out of the clouds looking for one of 
our local factories. We had a single aircraft night time raider, drop a stick of incendiary fire bombs and one He-111 drop a bomb along our row 
of houses and close to main railway junction near by. It lit up the night sky, fortunately he did not come back for a second try. 
      I joined the local Air Defense Cadet Corps in 1941, No 2 Watford Squadron, training for Pilot/Navigator, morse code, drill etc. It was with 
the Cadets that I got my first flight in a Tiger Moth at the De Havilland flight training School near Hatfield. It was there that I saw the first 
Mosquito on its original test flights, an aircraft that certainly helped change the course of the war. The RAF also took us to an airfield towards 
the South coast where we were briefed and where we listened to the fighter sweeps that were going on over the channel. 
     RAF 1942 /1947. On my seventeenth birthday in January 1942, ( I had adjusted my Birth date a year to make it 18 years) I signed on in the 
RAF VR, after giving up on my reserve occupation as an apprentice toolmaker. I did not make it in the Pilot/Nav world as they discovered that 
I had a color vision defect, so I joined up as an engines Flight Mechanic. I trained on both air and liquid cooled engines. A couple of the train-
ing aircraft we worked on were the Fairey Battle (liquid cooled, inline Rolls Royce Merlin engine) and the Bristol Blenheim Mk I, with twin 
radial air cooled engines. The course included the use of hand tools, servicing equipment, types of fuel and oil, nuts and bolts, all lock devices 
and how to use a file and file flat and straight (oh! the joy of it all). I can still hear that instructor yelling, "its not flat yet mate.” 
     On completion of the course, I was posted to No 86 Squadron, Coastal Command on the south coast at RAF Station Thorny Isle. 86 Squad-
ron had just taken delivery of the Liberator, four engine, long range anti submarine aircraft. Previous to this, they had been flying Bristol Beau-
fort torpedo bombers which were involved in operations when the German battleships made runs up the channel. 
     In late 1942, Thorny Isle had the occasional Luftwaffe high altitude bomber cross the channel, drop a stick of bombs and scoot off before 
our fighters got at him. One memorable day when our crew was in barracks, where a great card game was in progress. There was one colossal 
bang that shook the building, sending crew, money and cards in all directions. It turned out not to be the enemy, but a Hampden mine laying 
aircraft that had just been refueled for a mission with all it's gear on board, which had caught fire and blew up. Our crew never did finish that 
card game. 
      In the spring of 1943, the Squadron moved to Aldergrove, in Northern Ireland to carry out anti-submarine, long range patrols, covering the 
Atlantic convoys. On our arrival at the base, the first work gear that we were issued, was a black rubber coat, knee length rubber boots and a 
bicycle, a must for working outside in that country. I recall another memorable incident. Two of us were doing a preflight (DI) on the standby 
aircraft, wading about in the puddles, when suddenly, there was a thump and a clatter. Six depth charge's had dropped out of the open bomb 
doors and started rolling around in all the puddles. Both of us started making tracks, when a voice from the cockpit window called out, “its OK, 
they wont go off until there under six feet of water.” My buddy shouts back, “sorry mate, we are not staying around to find out.”  No.86 Squadron 
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also used Stornoway, in the Outer Hebrides, as an advanced base and all of us Mec's did our turn there. On the way up we would pass the in-
bound and outbound Convoy's who were not too particular who they fired at, especially if it was a four engine aircraft that resembled a Focke 
Wulf Condor, long rage aircraft, that might give them trouble. Our Radio Operator had to be real quick on the recognition signals of the Day. 
      In November 1943, I remustered to Fitter 2, Engines, after attending a course at the RAF Training School at Cosford, near Wolverhampton. 
The course consisted of engine strip down, and the repair and overhaul of all types of engines and parts. This included an introduction to the 
Bristol Hercules sleeve valve radial engine. We also carried out training in airfield defense and weapons training by instructors from the RAF 
regiment, who had already been there and had participated in that kind of action. I think this was getting people ready for D day. 
     After the course, I was posted back to Northern Ireland to a Liberator heavy maintenance echelon at Ballykelly, near Londonderry. It was 
there that we carried out major inspections, and repair and overhaul duties, including monitoring engine and propeller problems during test 
flights. The Liberator was an interesting aircraft to fly in. The Squadron's that these aircraft came from, were covering the D day landings, 
which kept us very busy. 
      In the summer of 1944, I was transferred to a repair and salvage unit in Gibraltar. The unit was engaged in the extensive rebuilding and 
rectification of various types of crashed and damaged land and sea based aircraft that were operating in that area. It is there where I got to work 
and fly on the Sunderland flying boat. We had a Spitfire MK 5 desert rigged, that was flown by the A.O.C. in Gibraltar. It was our job to look 
after it, and it was sheer joy running up its engine to keep it serviceable. While there, I worked with the air sea rescue section helping them 
change the Rolls Royce Kestrel engines that was installed  in their rescue launch. We took the launch out in the Gibraltar Straights, performing 
power runs up to 30 kts and repaired cooling water leaks with duct tape like material. (Shades of Red Green). 
     On my return to the UK, and until completion of my RAF service, I was employed with a maintenance and storage unit carrying out modifi-
cations and long term storage programs on multi engine aircraft. The work consisted mainly of rigging air/sea rescue Lancaster's with a drop 
life boat under the fuselage.  
B.O.A.C, 1947/1954 - On release from the War Service, I was employed with British Overseas Airways Corporation at their maintenance Base 
at Bovington, then London Airport, as a mechanic working on the Handley Page Halton, a converted Halifax Bomber that had seats in the fu-
selage body and a luggage pannier where the bomb bay used to be. They were flying a run between London and Lagos, West Africa. I attended 
their aircraft maintenance engineers school. The course covered such subjects as engine, airframe, electrical and other material for the 
maintenance license requirements for the various aircraft they were flying. Subsequently, this entailed working as a mechanic and a "C" li-
censed engineer at their main base at London Airport and at route stops throughout the middle East and Africa. 
     Remembering Africa. I thought of one of the original flight services trips for the Muslim Hadj, to Mecca from West Africa and to Jiddah 
via the old war time aircraft staging route across Africa. A crew of us worked out of Khartoum in the Sudan with three Avro York, 50 seat 
transport's. I remember flying out of Khartoum in a De Havilland Dove to a spot on the old route called El Fashir to fix a reluctant Merlin en-
gine and riding back to Khartoum up front with the BOAC captain and with fifty pilgrim people in the back. They were famous for carrying a 
drink brewing kit with them, for a brew up in flight or near aircraft on the ground. 
     The aircraft with which I was involved over the seven year period with B.O.A.C. included ex-wartime converted bombers, and post war 
four engine piston type long range passenger aircraft, They consisted of the Hermes, the North Star and the Lockheed Constellation's including 
the up and coming De Havilland Comet, Mk 1, powered by four Ghost centrifugal compressor jet engines. The company was also getting 
ready to fly the Comet, Mk 2, using the Rolls Royce axial flow Avon engine on routes to South America. This never came to be after the Mk 1 
metal fatigue failures which had such a design influence on all the up and coming pressurized, transport aircraft around the world. 
           to be continued in December Propwash
            
  

Can anyone HELP me put a story to this picture? It was 
taken in Edmonton in February 1958 during 

 “Operation Bulldog Four”. 

Here is a photo of smiling faces. Most are from PEI except for  
Suds Sutherland and Denny Cock who are from the Comox 

area, and Ed Pike who is from Amherst NB.  

     What do the Toronto Maple Leafs, Toronto Argonauts 
and Toronto Blue Jays all have in common  

besides being based in Toronto? 
 

A. None of them can play hockey! 
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W e here at Trenton were elated at the turnout and were very pleased to see everyone. The initial response, although verbally 
optimistic, was a bit frightening. Little happened as far as "cash on the barrel head", to the point of, “was it a good idea to 

shoot for 150?” Then, I think due to names on the website, where I believe people could see who was coming and wished to see 
old friends etc., got their adrenalin flowing. So during the last three weeks, it took off. Our final count was 230 at the Meet & Greet and 162 at 
the Mess Dinner. We are calling it a success. Our hats go off to our guest speaker BGen Jeff Brace who spoke to us and about us in a language 
that we all understood, And also to Padre Horne, for his presentation at the Cairn Rededication, and the "Airman's Prayer" at the Mess Dinner. 
A lot of nostalgia, a goodly number of friends who hadn't made contact with each other for a considerable length of time. Too much to catch 
up on in too short a time. 
     The pictures that the "Roving Photographer" was taking during the three events will be put on a "Disc" and made available to all (for a 
nominal fee). Progress on this project will be posted on the website and in the Propwash as it becomes available.   Geoff          
     The Association executive and their Anniversary organization committees are to be commended for all the hard work they endured to  pull 
off this event. The Meet & Greet brought back so many past memories as the “did you remember” questions that were circulating amongst all 
the attendees. The nostalgia that was evident served as an excellent tonic as reminiscences permeated the gathering. Because I am challenged 
in the art of shorthand and was continuously occupied talking with old buddies, I was unable to copy down any of the myriad of war stories 
that were in circulation amongst the members. The hangar doors were wide open that evening - the event was superb, the food exceptional and 
the camaraderie within the surroundings of this most attractive Air Force Association club house will forever leave a lasting impression in my 
mind.  

     Sad to say, the event did experience a downside with the unauthorized removal of some of the things that were on display for the members 
to view. It is incomprehensible and utterly shameful that someone within the confines of the club took away some of these items. The "Global 
Trip Board" containing a World map and a number of 'crew lists' and other memorabilia and mementoes of trips to all parts of the world, was 
unselfishly loaned to us and was on display for all to see. Among the memorabilia were the old RCAF hat badge and the UN hat badge of by-
gone days. It was very disappointing to find both these badges had gone missing during the evening of the Meet & Greet. The board was des-
tined to find its place in the Memorial Museum so hopefully the missing items will be returned so that they too may find their proper place in 
history. Maybe the culprit responsible for pilfering these items should consider returning them to the museum, no questions asked, should 
your conscience so dictate? Shame! 

     There was a sizeable turnout of people Saturday morning at the Cairn Re-dedication Ceremony. The short cere-
mony was officiated by WO “Mac” MacGregor and Padre Sid 
Horne. Those who attended had an opportunity to examine all the 
aircraft parked on the museum grounds as well as visit and see the 
venerable Halifax bomber that is parked inside the Memorial Mu-
seum. 
      The evening mess dinner was an event second to none! The 

superb multi-course menu serv-
ings tickled everyone's taste buds. 
Served in the elegant décor of the 
Astra Lounge, we enjoyed the 
entertaining live music of the 
Trenton Band (Orchestra) during 
the course of the meal. 
       The executive decided to make Padre Sid Horne our Chaplain and an Honorary 
Flight Engineer. He had expressed a desire to "join the guys" so we are doing some-
thing about it. Friday the 10th of July was the date set for the presentation, a day 
when he is always at the Wing. We have a certificate and a membership card for the 
Padre. A photographer will be there to take pictures.  
     We would like to compile digital pictures from anyone who took some photos 
that weekend and put them together on a CD. We also hope to put a few of the pic-
tures up on the website very soon.  

MEET & GREET GROUP PHOTO 
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This years membership draw was won by  
Denny Cock, (Comox) .    

 The draw was made by Art Darnbourgh, the president of the 
 Trenton Air Force Wing on April 01, 2009.   

In the picture with him is Ray McIntosh. 

MESS DINNER 

All in all, the Anniversary Reunion was a resounding success. During our stay, Viola and I enjoyed the superb accommodations of the Yukon 
Lodge, which stands amongst old familiar buildings on the South Side area of the Trenton air base. Beginning each day with excellent break-
fasts at the Yukon Galley (previously the airmen's mess hall), we had the pleasure of touring familiar sites in the Quinte area. It was a memo-
rable weekend brimming with nostalgia, reminiscences and re-acquainting at the Anniversary gathering of old oilers from days gone by!   
Bruce 

 

Bernie Farnholtz wrote us another cheque. He felt he would 
like to help the cause. We would like to say thank you, 
to Bernie for his substantial donation to the well being of the 
CMFEA. 

Presentation to Padre Sid Horne of his honorary membership in the Canadian Military Flight Engineers Association .  
The presentation was made at the Royal Canadian Air Force Association wing in Trenton, Ontario. 

Mac MacGregor Ray McIntosh Padre Sid Horne Geoff Brogden 

A  flight which first focused world attention 
on the future potential of the aeroplane 

was that made by Louis Bleriot across the Eng-
lish Channel on July 25, 1909. He might have 
failed had not a shower of rain cooled his over-
heating 25-hp Anzani engine en route. Within 
two days after his achievement, Bleriot re-
ceived orders for more than 100 similar aircraft. M. Bleriot 

First you forget names, then you forget faces. Then 
you forget to pull up your zipper.   

It's even worse when you forget to pull it down. 
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Biofuel blends to be 'significant component'  
powering flights within 5-7 years.  

CFM International President and CEO Eric Bachelet told 
ATW Online that the Continental Airlines 737-800 that operated a 
test flight early this year with one of its CFM56-7B engines pow-
ered by a biofuel blend including algae oil and jatropha oil per-
formed well and predicted that such blends "will be a significant 
component of the fuel used" by commercial aviation within 5-7 
years. "By the middle of the next decade, you will start to see biofu-
els used by the industry," he said in an interview this week in 
Peebles, Ohio. "If you want [commercial aviation] to be sustainable 
in the medium-to-long future, you can only go so far with improv-
ing engine performance. . .and so you have to come to biofuel," he 
said, adding that producing biofuel to power flights is "becoming 
more of a supply issue than a technology issue." He noted that test-
ing has revealed no aircraft engine hardware changes that would be 
necessary to accommodate biofuel.  
     Giovanni Bisignani, Director General & CEO International Air 
Transport Association made special note of the industry progress on 
biofuels. "One of the most exciting recent developments is the pro-
gress being made in sustainable next generation biofuels. These 
have the potential to reduce our carbon footprint by up to 80%. 
Three years ago, nobody thought biofuels could be applied to avia-
tion. Four successful test flights in the last year prove that biofuels 
work. For the first time, aviation could have a sustainable alterna-
tive to fossil fuels. Airlines did this work without government in-
volvement. But we could achieve much more, much faster, with a 
fiscal and legal framework to accelerate research and reward invest-
ment. Governments must get on board," Bisignani said. "Working 
with governments, a united industry - airlines, airports, manufac-
turer and air navigation service provider - made air transport the 
safest way to travel. By working together with a coordinated global, 
approach we can make aviation the first global industry to achieve 
carbon-neutral growth and a model for others to follow,"  

     NASA wants airplanes to burn 40% less fuel than the Boeing 777 
by 2020 and 70% less by 2030. Not only that, it wants those same 
planes to be whisper quiet. The best - and perhaps - the only way to 
reach these ambitious benchmarks, is to design commercial planes 
more like stealth bombers and less like pencils.  
     The leading contender today in the development of a new genera-
tion airplane is the fabled blended wing body, which replaces the 
conventional tube with a triangular shape. It is believed that this is 
the only design that can meet the fuel and noise goals. With high-
speed wind tests of scale models under way, the blended wing could 
take flight before 2020.   
     Engineers have installed a small-scale blended wing body (X-
48B) prototype in an 
historic wind tunnel that 
once hosted some of 
America's greatest avia-
tion pioneers, including 
Orville Wright, Howard 
Hughes and Charles 
Lindbergh. Designated 
the X-48B by the U.S. 
Air Force, the prototype 
was developed by Boe-
ing Phantom Works. It 
is being tested in the 
Full-Scale Tunnel at NASA's Langley Research Center in Hampton, 
Virginia. 
     It looks like a huge bird perched atop three utility poles inside a 
massive NASA wind tunnel -- a 21-foot-wingspan prototype of what 
may be the shape of some airplanes to come. The airplane is the  
X-48B, an advanced concept, fuel-efficient blended wing body or 
BWB. It's called a blended wing body because it looks more like a 
modified triangular-shaped wing than the traditional aircraft, which 
is a tube and wing with a tail. 
     Boeing Phantom Works' advanced research and development unit 
has partnered with NASA and the U.S. Air Force Research Labora-
tory (AFRL) at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, to explore 
and confirm the structural, aerodynamic and operational advantages 
of the blended wing body design. 
     The biggest difference between this aircraft and the traditional 
tube and wing aircraft is that this does not have a tail. The whole 
reason you have a tail is for stability and control. So what we want to 
do with this wind tunnel test is to look at how different multiple con-
trol surfaces can be used to control this particular vehicle. 
      BWB concept has the potential to cost effectively fill many roles 
required by the Air Force, such as tanking, weapons carriage, and 
command and control industry and says a blended wing body mili-
tary aircraft could be in service within 10 to 15 years, if testing and 
program funding go well. 

 
 

Probably the most famous Allied bomber of 
World War II, the Lancaster has impressive flying 
characteristics and operational performances. The 
Lancaster was the RAF’s only heavy bomber ca-
pable of carrying the 12,000lb “Tallboy” and the 

22,000 “Grand Slam” bombs. The aircraft demonstrated superbly 
with the daring and precise raids on the Rhur dams in May 1943, 

and beyond . . .  and also the sinking of the German battleship Tirpitz, in November 
1944.  
     Thousands of Canadian aircrew and other personnel served with 
the RCAF and the RAF’s Lancaster squadrons in England. Many 
more thousands of Canadians at home worked at Victory Aircraft in 
Malton (Toronto) Ontario, where they produced over 400 Lancaster 
Mk X’s. In total more than 7,300 Lancaster's rolled off the produc-
tion lines in Britain and Canada  between 1942 and 1963. 
     One of only two Lancaster's internationally that still fly today 
belongs to the Canadian Warplane Heritage  Museum at Mount 
Hope, (Hamilton) Ontario. The museum has named its Lancaster 
the Mynarski Memorial Lancaster in memory of Pilot Officer An-
drew Charles Mynarski VC, of 419 (Moose) Squadron, 6 (RCAF) 
Group. Mynarski won 6 Group’s only Victoria Cross, the Common-
wealth’s highest award for gallantry in battle. On the night of June 
12-13, 1944, his Lancaster X was shot down by a Luftwaffe night 
fighter. As the bomber plunged earthwards, Mynarski with his 
clothing afire, tried in vain to free his trapped rear gunner from the 
jammed rear turret. Miraculously, the gunner lived to relate the 
story of Mynarski’s bravery. Unfortunately, Mynarski died from his 
severe burns. 

2012: SEED FUEL - Montana’s Sustainable Oils is breeding 
camelina seeds - a canola derivative - that can easily be refined into 
jet fuel. Camelina’s main draw is that it can be grown quickly on 
fallow wheat fields, so it can slot into existing agricultural infra-
structure. 
2020: ALGAL FUEL - In January, Continental performed the first  
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T he Hawaii Mars water bomber rolled into the waters of Sproat Lake after passing a careful examination by 
NASA engineers. A second Martin Mars aircraft, Philippine Mars, will stay ashore for now. 

     The launch was in preparation for a six month contract with the U.S. Forest Service, which began June 15, to 
fight wildfires in southern California. 
     “The NASA team has been working with water bomber owner, Wayne Coulson and his staff for about  eight 
months, and the recent tests for metal-fatigue were another step in the process,” said Coulson last week. "It’s 

kind of cool," Coulson said. "All these guys worked on the space shuttle. There’s nothing that’s more intense or goes through more abuse than 
that aircraft -- they know all about metals and fatigue." 
     The water bomber was built as a troop carrier in the Second World War, but it’s in excellent condition thanks to impeccable maintenance. 
The test results prove the Hawaii Mars is a safe aircraft to operate, but there are still many hazards associated with fighting wildfires in moun-
tainous terrain.  
     "We’re making sure we have a good program for checking the critical parts of the program when were in bombing mode," said Coulson. 
The U.S. Forest Service began ordering the tests following the June 17, 2002, crash of a C-130A tanker near Walker, California. As the air-
craft was about to drop a load of retardant on the blaze, its wings folded up and left the fuselage. . 
     The crew perished and the fleet of 33 tankers were grounded for inspection. Only about half passed 
the tests and returned to service. “The maintenance records of the Hawaii Mars are scrupulously main-
tained,” said Coulson. The aircraft also has sensors in the wings that track gravitational force on the 
spars, a critical point of the aircraft. 
     Coulson said, “the fact the aircraft passed the tests confirmed it’s well-built and maintained.” The 
examination by NASA engineers “is a bit of an insurance policy for our flight crew and ourselves to try 
to get the airplane to the highest standards of technology we know to ensure the people are safe. We will 
be the advanced air tanker in the industry."  
    The Hawaii Mars planned to go South on June 8 or 9 to begin its stint with the forest service, June 15.  

T his came from a gent who runs a 2000 acre corn farm up around Barron WI, not far from Oshkosh. He used to 
fly F4Es and F-16s for the Coast Guard and participated in the first Gulf War. Submitted for your enjoyment, 

and as a reminder that there are other great, magnificent flyers around besides us.  
     He goes on to say . . . . .  I went out to plant corn for a bit to finish a field before tomorrow morning and witnessed 
The Great Battle. A golden eagle - big bastard, about six foot wingspan - flew right in front of the tractor. It was be-
ing chased by three  crows that were continually dive bombing it and pecking at it. The crows do this because the 
eagles rob their nests when they find them. 
      At any rate, the eagle banked hard right in one evasive maneuver, then landed in the field about 100 feet from the 
tractor. This eagle stood about 3 feet tall. The crows all landed too and took up positions around the eagle at 120 de-
grees apart, but kept their distance at about 20 feet from the big bird. The eagle would take a couple steps towards 
one of the crows and they'd hop backwards and forward to keep their distance. Then the reinforcement showed up. 
      I happened to spot the eagle's mate hurtling down out of the sky at what appeared to be approximately Mach 1.5. 

Just before impact, the eagle on the ground took flight, (obviously a coordinated tactic; probably pre-briefed) and the three crows which were 
watching the grounded eagle also took flight, thinking they were going to get in some more pecking on the big bird. The first crow being tar-
geted by the diving eagle never stood a snowball's chance in hell. There was a mid-air explosion of black feathers and that crow was done. The 
diving eagle then banked hard left in what had to be a 9G climbing turn, using the energy it had accumulated in the dive, and hit crow #2 less 
than two seconds later. Another crow dead. 
     The grounded eagle, which was now airborne and had an altitude advantage on the remaining crow, which was streaking eastward in full 
burner, made a short dive then banked hard right when the escaping crow tried to evade the hit. It didn't work - crow #3 bit the dust at about 20 
feet altitude. 
      This aerial battle was better than any air show I've been to, including the warbirds show at Oshkosh! The two eagles ripped the crows apart 
and ate them on the ground, and as I got closer and closer working my way across the field, I passed within 20 feet of one of them as it ate its 
catch. It stopped and looked at me as I went by and you could see in the look of that bird that it knew who's Boss Of The Sky. What a beauti-
ful bird! 

   I love it. Not only did they kill their enemy, they ate them. 

algae-fueled flight in the U.S., flying an unmodified 737 for 90 min-
utes on a blend of half algae-derived fuel, half jet fuel. The next 
major step is to reduce the cost of squeezing a gallon of oil from 
algae from $100 to $2. 
2010: RECYCLING: - The airline industry expects to retire more 
than 4,000 planes by 2023. Rather than junk their airplanes in the 
desert, Boeing and Airbus are developing plans to reuse 
and recycle as much as 85% of the materials in aircraft 
that are flying now, from tires and batteries to carbon 
fiber and hydraulic fluids. 

Newton's Law 
states that what 
goes up, must 
come down. It 
goes on to say 
that what goes up 
and comes down 
had damn well 
better be able to 
go back up 
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    By Jim Beale DFC 
 

NO.  550 Squadron was formed at Waltham 
airfield, five miles South of Grimsby on 

November 25, 1943. On that date, “C” Flight of NO. 100 Squadron, 
a Lancaster bomber squadron, which had been operational since 
March 1943, became NO. 550 Squadron. This was an established 
procedure in Bomber Command which enabled new squadrons to 
start with a core of aircrew with recent operational experience and 
ground crew to service Lancaster aircraft. The exercise was not new 
to 100 Squadron, who in mid October 1943, had hived off their “C” 
Flight to form 625 Squadron that was to be based at Kelstern. 
     The first Commanding Officer of 550 Squadron was Wing Com-
mander J.J. Bennett, DFC and the Flight Commanders were Squad-
ron Leader B. Bell and Squadron Leader G.D. Graham, RAAF.                     
Right from the start, aircrews from the Air Forces in alphabetical 
order were, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand who were all part 
of 550 Squadron. This Dominion involvement continued throughout 
the life of the squadron with the RCAF playing a particularly large 
part. 
     Pilots were looked after by their Flight Commanders, but each of 
the other five aircrew categories had a “Leader,” who monitored 
operational progress, supervised on-squadron training and managed 
the pool of “spares” (Often known as “Odd Bods”) who stood in for 
those unable to fly due to sickness, compassionate leave, commis-
sioning boards, etc. 
     550 Squadron  flew its operational raids from Waltham until 
early January, 1944, when the squadron moved to North Killing-
holme. The squadron flew its first raid on the night of November 
26/27, sending eight Lancaster's to Berlin. It suffered its first casual-
ties when the crew of  F/L P. J. Pringley failed to return. 
     550 Squadron became the 10th Lancaster bomber squadron in 
NO. 1 Group of Bomber Command. 
     Normally each squadron had 20 Lancaster's on strength, but this 
number increased when new squadrons were being formed. A crew 
in Bomber Command were required to complete 30 operational raids 
as a first tour. They then served as instructors for a rest period of six 
to nine months after which time they could be called back to squad-
rons for a second tour of 20 Ops. After a second tour, they could be 
permanently “rested,” but some volunteered for a third tour. 
     550 Squadron was a "Main Force" squadron and part of the 
"Bomber Stream" which aimed to put 30 bombers over a German  
target per minute and thus swamp the enemy defences. 550 Squad-
ron only dropped high explosive and incendiary bombs. The squad-
ron did not fly on “Gardening" operations, the code word for Lan-
caster's dropping sea mines in coastal shipping routes, harbour ap-
proaches and in the Baltic Sea which the U-boats used as a training 
area. These mine-laying sorties were "dicey" as the aircraft operated 
singly, and had no "Window" cover. They were easily picked up by 
the radars used by flak-ships and night fighters. 
     The first C.O. of 550 Squadron was Wing Commander  
J.J.Bennett, DFC. At the start of the war he was a pilot, flying 
Hamden's with 50 Squadron in No.5 Group.  
     The first six months of the war were described as the "Phony 
War.” 
     The British Government decreed that no bombs should fall on the 
German mainland for fear of killing civi1ians.This was prompted 
partly by fear of what the Luftwaffe might do to England after its 
experience in the Spanish Civil War of 1938 and the Polish cam-
paign in September 1939, and it was partly by a desire not to upset 
neutral countries, particularly the USA from whom Britain received 

vital supplies. So the early activities of Bomber Command were 
restricted to dropping propaganda leaflets over Germany at night, 
and attacks on German warships by day. The policy changed on the 
night of March 17, 1940, when German bombers attacking the Brit-
ish Fleet at night at Scapa Flow in the Orkneys, dropped bombs on 
land which killed one civilian and injured others. As a reprisal, 
Bomber Command was ordered to raid the seaplane base at Sylt, 
about 20 miles off the German coast near to the border with Den-
mark. On the night of March 19/20, 1940, 30 Whitley's and 20 
Hamden's made a night attack and J.J.Bennett, possibly the senior 
pilot, was awarded the DFC. Presumably, Bennett completed his 
first tour soon after that. It is hard to believe that he instructed for a 
full 3 years. Probably, he did a second tour and his arrival on 550 
could have been his third tour. 
     550 Squadron immediately became involved in "The Battle of 
Berlin". Sir Arthur Harris took over as A.O.C. in C. of Bomber 
Command in February 1942, to implement Government policy of 
making Bomber Command a strong Strategic Bombing Force capa-
ble of taking the war to Germany (creating the "Second Front to take 
pressure off the Russian Front) and in particular to the German cit-
ies. He organized the 1000 bomber raids of May/June 1942, formed 
No.8 Group as a Pathfinder Force in August 1942, and with the help 
of Oboe as a target finding aid, the Ruhr cities were heavily dam-
aged in the March-July 1943 period. Hamburg was obliterated in 
three raids in August 1943. One of the raids like the dams raid in 
May1943 and Peenemunde in August 1943, gave Bomber Com-
mand favourable publicity. Bomber Command was becoming an all 
four-engined force by the winter of 1943. The long winter nights 
and a new mark of H2S in the Pathfinder Force would enable the 
Command to make deep penetration raids with greater success. A 
series of heavy raids were launched against Berlin, the AOC in C 
taking the view that heavy damage to the German capital would  
force Germany out of the war and remove the need for the planned 
Allied Invasion in mid 1944. The Berlin raids began on the night of 
18/19 of November 1943, with follow up raids on 22/23 of Novem-
ber and November 23/24. The city was completely cloud covered 
every time we flew over it and sky markers had to be used causing 
very scattered bombing. 550 Squadron joined in on the next raid. 
 November 26/27, 1943. Target - BERLIN  
     Around 1700 hours, 550 Squadron sent off 8 Lancaster's for an 
eight hour flight. They were part of 443 Lancaster's and 7 Mosquitos 
assigned to this raid. A diversionary raid of 157 Halifax’s and 21 
Lancaster’s were sent to Stuttgart, both forces following a common 
route to a point north of Frankfurt then going on their separate ways. 
The German controller first sent his night fighters to Frankfurt but 
later corrected to Berlin. Combats occurred in the target area and on 
the way home. The gunners of F/O Morrison fired at an N/F, F/O 
Cobbin was coned by searchlights but escaped in time and F/O Pic-
ton's aircraft was hit by flak. Although the cloud cleared over the 
target, the target markers unfortunately fell six to seven miles North-
west of the city centre doing considerable damage to industrial sub-
urbs and the Berlin Zoo. 28 Lancaster's were lost on this raid, one of 
them being LH379-S, flown by F/L P. J. M. Prangley and crew,  
crashed near Potsdam killing five crew members, but P/O J. W. 
Lowe, bomb aimer, and F/Sgt P.W. Smith, A/G, survived to become 
POW’s.       
     The picture of my model Lancas-
ter aircraft on this page is painted in 
the same colour scheme as the one 
that I flew during war II. It has elec-
tric powered engines and sports a 
seventy four inch wing span. 
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      By the time you’ve read this newsletter, this air show junkie will 
have a few more events under his belt. I will bring you the high-
lights of the Aug/Sept events in the December issue of Propwash. 
     I felt good walking the aisles of the Canadian Expo in early May 
and see the bustling at the booths. After eight great years in Oshawa, 
Ontario, the show moved to the Canadian Warplane Heritage Mu-
seum. The ambience, show space, and gracious welcome from the 
museum added immensely to the new chapter in the show’s history. 
The Canadian Aviation Expo is Canada's largest Aviation Trade 
Show and Canada's Largest Fly-In earning it the title of "Canada's 
Premier Aviation Event" 
     This years Expo from May 01 through 03, marked Canada’s 
100th anniversary of flight with more than 100,000 square feet of 
indoor aviation displays along with a large adjacent outdoor aircraft 
display area. 
     Each year, aviators from across Canada and the Northeast USA 
descend upon the Canadian Aviation Expo marketplace and forum, 
for discussions on general aviation that reaches into every corner of 
Canadian industry. Its here that you can see the very best that avia-
tion has to offer. Virtually every aspect of aviation is represented, 
including ultra-lights, parasails, kit-planes, avionics, flight schools, 
warbirds, maintenance shops, certified aircraft, government agen-
cies, flying clubs, Canadian Forces recruiters, etc 
      Amongst restored warbirds sat the stately Mynarski Lancaster 
bomber undergoing propeller transplants. The museum staff were 
aiming for its complete recovery by the end of May, but it was air-
borne ahead of time in mid May.  
     The highlight and thumbs-up showstopper of the day had to be 
the static display and demonstration flight of the Mikoyan Gurovich 

Mig-15, owned and operated by Jeff Lewis 
of Viper North. He  also owns a Delfin L-
29 (not present at the show) the standard 
trainer in all Eastern-
bloc counties except 
Poland. Straightfor-
ward, rugged and easy 

to fly, the L-29 was ideal as both a primary jet 
trainer and as an advanced combat/weapons 
trainer. For anyone with extra play money, you 

can get a ride in the two-seater Mig-15, for 
$7,000.00. This covers the fuel and costs associ-
ated with the flight. A ride in the L-29 however 
can be arranged for half that cost. 
     This years Russell Group Friendly Foes 

Above The Falls Air Show was a dedication and memorial event to 
honour Charley Fox, DFC & Bar, who died in a tragic car accident 
when the Saab automobile he was driving was stuck by a 
Trans Am near Tillsonburg, Ontario, in October, 2008 (ref: 
December Propwash, Fallen Eagles). Charlie joined the 
Russell family in 2005 as the resident historical colour 
commentator at the annual air show. 
      The Canadian Harvard Aerobatic Team also flew the missing 
man formation in honour of the memory of Greg Tyrell. Greg, who 
passed away December 14, 2008, was a member of the Canadian 
Harvard Association (C.H.A.A.) as well as the co-coordinator for 
the Canadian Harvard Aerobatic Team (C.H.A.T.).  
      As always, the fly past of the Mynarski Lancaster in formation 
with the Hurricane and Spitfire thrilled the spectators as they flew 
past with the six Merlin engines humming in unison. The Messer-
schmitt BF 109E was conspicuously absent from the flyby forma-
tions as it sat out the flying demos. Crowd-rumors had it that one of 

L-29 Dolphin 

the wings of the 109 had suffered earlier damage whilst being 
towed. 
     Honorable mention goes to the flyby of the B-17, Memphis 
Belle, the reenactment of the aerial battles of WW I by the aircraft 
of the Great War Museum of Brampton, Ontario, and the flights of 
the Tigerboys biplane collection from Guelph, Ontario.  
     Another very interesting ground display was that of the replica of 
the Silver Dart. Although it didn't fly that day, it sat center stage on 
the air show grounds for all to examine and marvel at. 
     The St Thomas, 2009 Wings & Wheels air show was on again 
this year. The air show is held every two years on the odd numbered 
years. The show was washed out on Saturday due to the inclement 
weather so the grounds were bursting to capacity on the Sunday 
with thousands of spectators. 
     The aircraft ground displays were totally dominated by American 
planes. The largest of the group was the HC-130P/N Hercules 
(Trash Hauler) and my favorite make-my-day-aircraft, the A-10 
Thunderbolt II, Warthogs. Later in the show, two of  these beauti-
fully-ugly Warthogs graced the sky as they flew and loitered about 
powered by their two General Electric TF34-GE-100 turbofan en-
gines. Although the A-10 can carry 
considerable disposable stores, its 
primary built-in weapon is the 30mm 
GAU-8/A Avenger Gatling gun, one 
of the most powerful aircraft cannons 
ever flown. It fires large depleted 
uranium armor-piercing shells at a 
fixed rate of 3,900 rounds per minute. The cannon takes about half a 
second to come up to speed, so 50 rounds are fired during the first 
second, 65 or 70 rounds per second thereafter. The gun is precise; it 
can place 80% of its shots within a 40-foot circle from 4,000 feet 
while in flight. The GAU-8 is optimized for a slant range of 
4,000 feet with the A-10 in a 30 degree dive. 
     Highlighting the flying exhibits was the Hawk One Heritage for-
mation flight comprising the Golden Hawks F-86 Sabre 5, the Cen-
tury CF-18 Hornet and the Golden Centennaire CT-114 Tudor. 
Gracing the skies with its awesome wings was the spectacular CC-
177 Globemaster III from 429 Squadron in Trenton, Ontario. This 
awesome and graceful bird demonstrated combat approaches and 
landings, coming to a full stop in 3000 feet or less. The CC-177 is 

equipped with an externally blown flap 
system that allows a steep, low-speed 
final approach and low landing speeds 
for routine short-field landings. 
     A  KC-135R Stratotanker enter-
tained the air show attendees with an 
aircraft refueling demonstration. The 
KC-135 is derived from the original 
Boeing jet transport "proof of concept" 

demonstrator, the Boeing 367-80 (commonly called the "Dash-80"). 
As such, it has a narrower fuselage and is shorter than the Boeing 
707 jetliner. The 367-80 was the basic design for the commercial 
Boeing 707 passenger aircraft as well as the KC-135A Stratotanker. 
A modification program re-engined the aircraft with new CFM In-
ternational CFM56 (F-108 for the military designation) engines pro-
duced by General Electric and Snecma. The CFM-56 turbofans are 
capable of producing approximately 22,500 lb of thrust, nearly a 
100% increase in power compared to the original J-57 engines. The 
re-engined tanker, designated either the KC-135R or KC-135T, can 
offload up to 50% more fuel (on a long duration sortie), is 25% 
more fuel efficient, costs 25% less to operate and is 96% quieter 
than the KC-135A. 
       Worthy of honorable mention were the aerobatic performances 
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Johnson, Daniel Anthony, 74, passed away suddenly at home on 
Wednesday, July 8, 2009. Born in Windsor, Ontario, he  joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force in 1951, and his career expanded for 30 
years, retiring in 1981 as a flight engineer. During his  time with the 
Air Force, Danny traveled the world several times over. His commit-
ment to his community was reflected in Danny's being Captain of 
the Neighborhood Watch. He was an avid golfer and a horseman.  
Master Corporal Patrice Audet with 430 Tac Hel Sqn, 
CFB Valcartier QC, was killed while deployed in the 
Zabul Province of Afghanistan on Monday July 06, 
2009. 
     He became a Flight Engineer in January 2004. He 
was on Basic Flight Engineer Course 0303 from January 
to March 2004. He remustered to FE from 8 AMS, Trenton, and was 
posted to 430 Sqn on completion of course. 
Michael Bodner was born in North Bank, District of Al-
berta May 05, 1928. Michael’s full autobiography was 
posted in the August 2008 issue of Propwash. 

of Bill Carter and the Double Trouble-American Barnstormer.  
     Bill is a proven performer who has been thrilling audiences 
across North America  for twenty years. With his Pitts Special S25, 
he performs the ultimate and fearless inverted  knife ribbon cut. The 
spectators watched in awe as he smoothly executed tail slides, loops, 
multiple snap rolls, hammerheads and a mile long, low level, knife 
edge pass. 
     Equally astounding was the wing walking performance by the 
thundering sound of  Ol’ Smokey, the Stearman bi-plane with Walt 
Pierce at the controls. He has his hands full to maintain controlled 
flight while two wing walkers, Jenny & Tyson move about the 
wings fighting the winds while speeding through the air at 70 to 140 
mph. 
     In August and September, I look forward with exited anticipation 
to attend the Gathering of the Classics at Edenvale, Ontario. Follow 
in the coming weeks will be the Ontario Electric Flight Expo at 
Stoney Creek, Ontario, UPAC Convention (Utra-Lites) at Lubitz 
Field near Bright, Ontario, the 2009 Wings & Wheels Air Show at 
Brantford, Ontario, the Great War Flying museum Open House at 
Brampton Airport, Ontario and finally the Tigerboys fly in weekend 
at the Airpark in Guelph, Ontario, Look for a report and pictures in 
December Propwash.        
      
 

CWO Frank "Eagle eyes" Balogh retires after more then 41 years 
of service in the Canadian Forces. His "Depart with Dignity" 
ceremony is to be held at the 14 Wing Greenwood, Annapolis 
WO and Sgt's mess on the August 21, 2009. 

Helicopters can't really fly -  
they're just so ugly that the earth 

automatically repels them. 

     249,669 men and women served in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force (RCAF) in uniform, approxi-
mately 25% of one million men and women in Can-
ada’s Armed Forces. 

•  93,844 RCAF service personnel served overseas with  
 British and Canadian units. 
•  27,104 served overseas of which 60% served in RAF  
        squadrons. 
•  8,000 RCAF received gallantry decorations. 
•  17,100 personnel of whom 14,544 served overseas, were 

 lost. Major overseas casualties were within Bomber 
 Command – 9,919. 
• 48 RCAF squadrons served overseas – 15 bomber, 11 day 

fighter, 3 night fighter, 3 fighter bomber, 3 fighter recce, 1 in-
truder, 6 coastal, 3 transport and 3 AOP. 

 
• In Canada, the RCAF had 37 squadrons, 19 in Eastern and 18 in 

Western Commands, plus a network of air stations nationally 
and radar posts on each coast. 

 
• The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP), set up 

for aircrew training, had 360 flying schools and ancillary units, 
employing 10,000 training aircraft and 10,000 service and civil-
ian personnel. 

 
• The BCATP trained 131,553 Canadian, British, Australian and 

New Zealand aircrew as pilots, navigators, wireless operators, 
bomb aimers, flight engineers and air gunners by war’s end. 

At war’s end, RCAF was the fourth largest Air Force in 
the world. 

     Politicians and diapers have one thing in  
common....They should both be changed 

regularly -- and for the same reason.  

 

 J.A. Barry Burke  April 14, 2009.  
 Michael Bodner  June 2009.              
 J.D. Riopelle  June 23,2009. 
 Patrice Audet  July 06, 2009. 
 D.A. Johnson  July 08, 2009 

We extend our sincere condolences to the families and 
friends of these comrades who recently passed away. 

Fal l en  EaglesFal l en  EaglesFal l en  Eagles    
Eternal rest grant them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 


